
KADIMAH 107th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

20TH MAY 2019, 7.00PM 

MINUTES: 
Chairperson: Renata Singer 

Present (Members): Danielle Charak; Bronia Coppersmith, David Burstin; Alex Dafner; Jake 

Dessauer; Naomi Dessauer, Helen Greenberg; Annette Hayman, Leon Jacobs; Lilly Kochen; 

Judith Reuben; Diane Shonberg; Rebecca Shonberg, Renata Singer; Joe Tigel; Dor 

Yacobovich; Maurice Burstin, Floris Kalman, Maurice Mrocki  

Others: Fay Burstin (Staff); Jake Dessauer’s and Diane Shonberg’s family members, guests 

Apologies: Adam Kreutzer (CEO), Simone Marcus 

1.    President’s Report: 

Renata referred to her report in the Annual General Report 2018, but also emphasised the 

growing number of Yiddish related cultural activities at the Kadimah and the growing 

interest in Yiddish in Melbourne.  She emphasised the need to present Yiddish as the rich, 

sophisticated language and culture that it is and to do so without any cultural cringes.  She 

pointed to the rich Yiddish literature of which only some 4% has been translated to English.  

She placed great hope in the emerging, renewed Kadimah Yiddish theatre and gave a special 

commendation to Diane Shonberg for her tireless efforts in running a very successful Yiddish 

schmues group, which runs alongside other successful groups and has proven that there is 

the capacity to run even more such groups at the Kadimah.  Renata gave special thanks to 

the hard working Kadimah volunteers and staff, especially Andrea Lott (former CEO) and Fay 

Burstin (Cultural Programmer) and wished the incoming CEO Adam Kreutzer well in his new 

role. 

2.    Confirmation of Minutes of Previous AGM of 14th May 2018. 

Minutes of the Previous AGM 2018 were emailed to members, and there were no 

comments nor amendments: 

Moved: Renata   Seconded: Joe   Accepted: Unanimously 

3.    Life Member recognition of Diane Shonberg and Jake Dessauer: 

Renata presented the Kadimah’s Life Membership to Diane Shonberg and commended her 

on her tireless, positive contribution to the organisation over many years and especially in 

regard to the successful running of the Monday afternoon Shmues group.  In her thank you 

speech Diane recalled her and her siblings’ childhood with Yiddish and involvement in the 

Kadimah via theatre and later on as a volunteer and board member.  Alex presented the 

Kadimah’s Life Membership to Dr Jake (Yankl) Dessauer commending him on running the 

Kadimah reading group for some 28 years and for sharing his considerable knowledge of 

Yiddish literature, poetry and especially Jewish religious traditions, as well as his warm, 



friendly embracing nature that he displays to all the participants.  In his thank you speech 

Jake circulated and read a poem by Yankev Glatstein and one by Avrom Sutskever and 

thanked the Kadimah and previous reading group leaders as well as his family and especially 

Floris Kalman for the support they gave him, emphasising his deep love of Yiddish literature. 

 

4.   Treasurer’s Report:  

Dor reported that the Financial Report 2018 showed a healthy profit of $88k, compared to a 

loss of $21k the previous year, which occurred largely due to a mistiming of funds transfers  

to the In One Voice event, which was rectified this year.  There was an 80% increase in 

funding via grants and donations for such things as security systems, new chairs, etc, but 

also a 50% increase in revenue via increased cultural activities such as theatre, Monday 

morning study group, etc.  Kadimah has so far invested thousands in JCAP architectural 

plans, but these have resulted in securing a large State Govt grants of half a million.  The 

Kadimah’s asset and liquidity arrangements are quite straight forward and somewhat 

inflexible and our increased activity, wages costs and lower bank interest rates have placed 

a greater strain on our finances and even greater fundraising efforts will be needed to cover 

these in 2019.  

 

5.   Adoption of Annual Report  

Renata presented the Annual General Report 2018 and asked that it be accepted: 

Moved: Joe   Seconded: Lilly   Accepted: Unanimously 

6.   Adoption of Financial Report  

Dor presented the Financial Report for 2018 asked that it be accepted: 

Moved: Joe   Seconded: Judith    Accepted: Unanimously 

7.   Discussion and Motions 

Renata asked if anyone had any points for discussion or motions for the AGM.  None arose.  

The Kadimah Report paid tribute to Kadimah Members who passed away during 2018: 

Chana Mrocki, Tobcia Blicblau, Malka Orbach, Reene Zufi 

 

8.  Election of Board of Management  

Alex presented Nominations for the Kadimah Board of Directors for 2019-20:- 

David Burstin; Danielle Charak; Alex Dafner; Helen Greenberg; Leon Jacobs; Lilly Kochen; 

Judith Reuben; Renata Singer; Joe Tigel; Dor Yacobovich.  He noted that since the Kadimah 

Constitution states that the board only requires a minimum of 5, but no maximum, there 

would be no need for voting. The above nominated members were all elected to the 

Kadimah Board of Directors for 2019-20.  Alex also foreshadowed that there would be new 

co-option(s) to the Board during 2019-20. 

9.   Any Other Business 



Alex proposed that Harry Szmerling be re-appointed Kadimah’s Hon Solicitor and that LZR 

be re-appointed Kadimah’s Auditors for 2019.   

Moved:  Alex    Seconded:  Renata    Accepted:   Unanimously 

Meeting Closed: 7:55PM 


