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Jewish National Library "Kadimah”
THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT.

NOVEMBER, 1945.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have much pleasure in submitting to you the 34th 
Annual Report of the Kadimah.

This ’/ear was an eventful one in the history of mankind 
and in the history of the Jewish people. This year the war 
came to an end. We have lived to see the end of Nazi-gangsters 
and their complices and the downfall of the greates; foe we 
ever had. But our joy was drowned in sorrow. The gates of 
Europe’s cemetery are now flung open and our fears and 
anxieties have been more than confirmed. We are the witnesses 
of the destruction of European Jewry„ a disaster which can 
only be compared to the destruction of the Temple.

All these fateful and epoch-making events have undoubt
edly been reflected in the work of our institution.

Your Committee urged by the feelings prevailing in the 
Jewish mases has done its utmost to carry on Jewish cultural 
work in this country,, trying to make up, within its modest 
possibilities, for the loss of our cultural centres in Europe. The 
irretrievable loss we have suffered drew closer together the 
various Jewish factions creating a team spirit, which enabled 
us to strengthen our efforts.

We have tried to create closer spiritual bonds among Jews 
living in this country and also between them and our cultural 
past and preserii. ‘Whilst the work of the Kadimah was carried 
on as usual, special efforts were made in the above mentioned 
direction, which found their expression in many ways. We have 
organized functions to celebrate Jewish festivals which gave 
us an opportunity to bring into the walls of the Kadimah Jew
ish folklore atid tradition. In our literary lectures we have 
included not only Yiddish and Hebrew authors, but also 
Jewish writers who became prominent in other languages. We 
have done it because we feel that we had to save everything we 
can and ought to keep alive in our memories all Jewish 
achievements.

Contacts with great Jewish cultural centres—Palestine and 
U.S.A.—^were maintained and strengthened, Aftr an unavoidable 
interval of a few war-years the Palestinian press appeared 
again on the reading table of this institution,, we hope, to get 
more of it in the future, as well as of Jewish American and 
Latin-American publicatipns. The number, of books in the 
Library was increased both by purchase and by donations.

Realizing our greater responsibilities we have strengthened 
our endevours to increase the number of Kadimah members 
and we have met with considerable success.



Whilst concentrating on cultural activities we tried not to 
neglet the’ material side of our work. The finances of the 
Kadimah were cared for and many material improvements 
were added to our building. The library premises were extended 
in order to better satisfy the wishes of our readers.

The KadimaJi younger set was not forgotten either. After 
a good few years of estrangement the K.Y.S. came back to its 
spiritual home and holds now its functions in both halls, which 
have been specially adapted for this purpose.

Not being a political institution we felt it was our duty to 
assist in bringing about unity amongst Jewish people. We have 
tried to reach this aim by making the Kadimah a platform for 
every shade of opinion. We have also enabled every Jewish 
faction to obtain the Kadimah hall for its own purpose, thus 
upholding the Kadimah as a Jewish Centre.

We know, we will be criticised for What we have done and 
may be more for what we have not done. We are open to 
positive criticism, and we welcome it and <3o hope that the in
coming committee will foster this tradition and thus make the 
Kadimah better and stronger.

SECRETARIAT
Your Management expresses it complete satisfaction with 

the vzork of the Secretary, Mr. B. Warszawski, of the Librarian 
Mr. J. Bogatin,, of the Collector, Mr. S. Podem and of the 
Caretaker, Mr. W. Fookes.

membership FtLUCTUATION
Last year’s members-list contained 616 names. Id of those 

being non-financial were eliminated from the present list. Seven 
members died during this year. During the same priod 60 new 
members enroled. Our membership-list as at present consist of 
659 financial members.

LIBRARY'AND BEADING ROOM
As far as present conditions permit we endeavour to 

keep our Libraiy and Reading Room stocked with all the most 
important Jewish and English publications. Our Library stocks 
are as follows: 1,767 Yiddish volumes; 1,670 English; 355 
Hebrew and 60 Russian. Total—3,852 volumes.

The classification of books read during the 11 months 
(1/11/44—30/9/45) is: 3,189 Yiddish; 205 English and 48 
Hebrew. <

The Committtee tenders its warmest thanks to Mr. M. 
Si?echter fo'- his valuable work in re-catalogiiirig the books and: 
safeguarding of the Library.

SUNDAY EVENING FUNCCTONS
I'roiu the 3rd December, 1044 to 18th November, 1945. 

3/12/4 4—33rd Annual General Meeting.
1) 10/12/44—“Jewish Participation in the Cblumbus Expe

dition”—Lecturer Mr. J. L. Mendelson.
Recess till 4th March, 1045.

2) 4/3/45—Purim Evening. Participants: President J.
Ginsburg, (Inaugural Address); U. Lenzer, M. 
Kogan and C. Bartling (music); E. Liffman 
(Folksongs); Pupils of the Yiddish School



(“Wedding-Dance” arranged by Rena Warszaw- 
ski-Ginter); “The Melbourne Megilah” by J. 
Giligitch, L. Flinker, S. Maranz, J. Solvey and 
B, Warszawski.

3 ) 11/3/46-^Combined Public Meeting of the Kadimah and
Association of Friends of the Hebrew University 
in Jerusalem—Speakers: Rabbi Dr. H. Freed
man, Dr. Sambursky.

18/3/45—Hall granted to the Heague of Labour Pa
lestine.

4) 25/3/45—“Polish-Russian Relations.”—.'Lecturer Mr.
J. Solvey.

6) 1/4/45—“The Forgotten Ally” (By P. Van Paasen) —
Lecturer Mr. S. Goldstein.

8/4/45—Hall granted to the United Jewish Overseas 
Relief Fund.

15/4/45—Hall granted to the Carlton War Loan Com
mittee for a Third Victory Loan Rally.

2 2/4/45—Hall granted to the Victorian Zionist Organi
zation.

6) 9/4/45t—Function devoted to the Second Anniversary
of the Battle of AVarsaw Ghetto__ Participants:
Mr. A. Patkin, A. Braizblat, B. Warsawski and 
J. Giligitch.

7) 6/5/45—“The prospects of a Jewish Day School.” Sym
posium__ Main speakers: Messrs. J. Giligitch
and Zelman Cowen.

8) 13/5/45—^“The New Hebrew Literature.” _ Lecturer
Mr. J. Honig.

9/ 20/5/4'5.^—“Roosevelt The Man, His Policy and His
Achievements.”—Lecturer, Mr. W. Griffith. 

27/5/45—Hall granted to the A.S.F.b.
3/6/45—Hall granted to the “W.I.Z.O.”

10) 10/6/45—“Jewish Prospects after the San-Francisco
Conference__ .iLecturer, Rabbi Dr. H. Sanger.

11) 17/6/45—“Chapters from Jewish Labour Movement.’^—
Lecturer, Dr. A. Patkin.

12) 24/6/45—“Jewish Part in World Literature.”—Lectur
er: Dr. G. Togget.

1/7/45—Hall granted to State Zionist Council.
13) 8/7/45—“S. J. Agnon and his works,”—Lecturer, Mr.

J. Honig.
14) 15/7/45—“Josephus Flavius—A Hero or a Traitor?” 

Lecturer,. Rabbi Dr. L. Falk (from Sydney.) 
22/7/45-^Hall, granted to the Youth Aliyah Committee. 
29/7/45-—Hall granted to the Kadimah Younger Set.

15) 5/8/45—“The Woman in the Works of I. :l. Peretz” 
Lecturer, J. Giligitch.

16) 12/8/45—Discussion Evening with the participation of
Messrs. I. Kahan, H. Brown and A. Pearl.

19/8/45—Hall granted to the United Jewish Overseas 
Relief Fund (Ladies Group.)

17) 26/8/45—“Melbourne—My Dream City” Lecturer Sir
Thomas Nettlefold, Lord Mayor of Melbourne, 
Mrs. Campbell, the Lady Mayoress, also ad
dressed the audience.

18) 2/9/45—-“The Jewish World Congress” — Lecture by
Mr. Aaron Mushin.



IS) 9/9/45—“The Working- Man in the Works of I. b.
Peretz.”—Function combined with the K.V.S.—. 
"Lecturer Mr. J. Giligitch.

16/9/45—Yom Kippur__No function.
20) 2'3/9/45__.“The Jewish Position at the Present Mo

ment.’’—.Lecturer^ Mr. A. Salomon.
21) 30/9/4 5~Succoth Evening. Participants: Mesdames

Linda Phillips, Rachel Saks, Miss Mirian Roch- 
lin, Messrs. A. Braizblat, J. Giligitch, H. Lenzer, 

, J. Solvey and B. Warszawski.
22) 7/1'0/45—"The Australian Labour Movement’’—Lec

turer, Mr. A. Pearl.
23) 17/10/45—“Anti-Semitism—an Infection.’’ — Lecturer,

Mr. B. Burgoyne Chapman.
21/10/45__Hall granted to the Carlton War Loan Com

mittee for a Fourth Victory Loan Rally,
24) 28/1'0/45—Kadimah Annual Bazaar.

4/11/45—Hall granted to the Jewish Council To Combat 
Fascism and Anti-Semitism.

25) 11/11/45—“What Is Going On in Palestine?’’—Lecturer
J. Solvey.

26) 18/ll/45_34th Annual General Meeting.
ATTENDANCE AT KADIMAH FUNCTIONS

The above Kadimah functions were attended by 3,900 
people. The attendance of Committee members at the same 
functions was as follows: Prsident Ginsburg 17; Mr. Braizblat 
14; Messrs. Mushin, Block, Tron 12 each; Mr. Shechter 9; Mr. 
Suchowolski 8; Messrs. Giligitch and Goldstein 7 each; Mr. 
Saks 6; Messrs. Nirens, Rothman and Fonda 4 each; Mr. Do- 
revitch 3; Mr. Semel 2; Messrs. J. Yoffe and Maranz 1 each.

THE ANNUAL BAZAAR
The net proceeds of this year’s Annual Kadimah Bazaar 

amount to £640. Your Committee desires to express its sincere 
thanks to all donors towards the Kadimah Bazaar and to the 
Bazaar Committee.

VICTORIAN JEWISH ADVISORY BOARD
Our Representatives on the V.J.A.B. attended the regular 

meetings of Board and have kept us informed of the activities 
of the V.J.A.B.

Our Aepresentatives at the V.J.A.B. are Messrs: S, Gold
stein and J. Solvey.

KADIMAH YOUNGER SET
The aims of the Kadimah Younger Set are:__

1. To provide cultural functions for Jewish Youth, and in 
particular, to make them conscious of their Jewish culture.

2. To prepare Jewish Youth to take an active part in the 
affairs of the Senior Kadimah body.

3. To provide entertainment for Jewish Youth.
To implement these aims, we arranged a series of functions 

on alternate Sunday nights, generally consisting of a talk on 
some topical subject by a Jewish speaker. Some of the most 
outstanding talks were given by Mr. Giligitch, Mr. Goldstein 
and Mr. Solway—all Kadimah Committee members. Others 
were given by Dr. Tabor and Mr. Zelman Cowen.



In order to interest more of the Younger people in 
the K.Y.S., Wednesday night functions were commenced about 
half-way through the year. This was only possible due to the 
generosity of the Kadimah committee, which made every 
possible facility available. The functions are purely for enter
tainment and take the form of table tennis, dancing, sketches 
and anything else which members may desire. These functions 
have been very successful in attaining their object, and recently 
a house committee of new younger members has been formed to 
keep them going on a larger scale.

During the year, with the co-operation of the Melbourne 
Yiddish Schools, Yiddish classes were fornned for members, who 
desire to learn reading, writing or Yiddish itself at a purely 
nominal charge. These have a regular attendance.

Two highly successful house-parties have been arranged.
The membership, which was 40 at the beginning of the 

year, is steadily increasing and we hope to have 100 members 
by the end of the year.

GENERAL
Kadimah has also this year given several evenings in 

favour of various bodies. This was taken in accordance with 
the previous years action. The Kadimah’s sole motive is that 
it should become the centre of Melbourne Jewry’s cultural 
activity.

In order to contribute in part to the War Effort the Com
mittee granted the use of the Kadimah premises free to the 
Carlton Branch of the Red Cross and the Carlton War Loan 
Committee.

President Ginsburg and Vice President A. Mushin congra
tulated on behalf of the Kadimah Mr. I. Hurvitz on the occa
sion of his 60th Anniversary which was celebrated at the Ka
dimah by the combined Yiddish Theatre Groups. Mr. Hurvitz 
was for several years the Secretary of the Kadimah and greatly 
contributed to its development.

A Mani-Leib Committee has been founded at the Kadimah 
with the aim to celebrate the 60th anniversary of this famous 
Jewish poet, £f 115 were raised,, which will be forwarded to the 
Jubilee Committee in New York. A Mani-Leib function is on 
next year’s syllabus.

ATTENDANCE OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS
From 3/12/44 till 18/11/45 ten committee meetings were 

held at which the attendances were: Braizblat 10; Tron 10; 
Solvey 9; Block 9; Shechter 9; Goldstein 8; Mushin 8; Giligitch 
8; Nirens 8; Ginsburg 7; Suchowolski 6; Dorevltch 6; Fonda 
6; Rothman 5; Semel 5; Maranz 4; Saks 4; J. Yoffe 3.

THANKS
We acknowledge most sincere thanks to the following: Mr. 

J. Okno, LL.B., (Hon. Solicitor); Mr. L. Stone, (Hon Auditor), 
Mr. J. Solvey, (Hon. Secretary), and to the editors and publi
shers of the “Australian Jewish News” and “Australian Jewish 
Herald” for the publicity which they have given to the 
Kadimah.



OBITUARY

It is with deep regret that we record the loss of the fol
lowing members: L. Cohen, Charne-Leah Yaffe, Isaac Ripps, 
W. Bardas, H. Rose, L. Nissen and .Iakov Goldhar.

Letters of condolence have been sent to 'the relatives of 
the deceased.

CONCLUSION
We hope, Ladies and Gentlemen, that the tasks performed 

by us set out in the report meets with you approval.
We also hope that you will do all in your power to make 

our future work successful, so that Kaflimah may proudly take 
its place in the resurrected Jewish family of culture, now when 
peace has already come.

COMMITTEE!.

r ■
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‘‘JEWISH NATIONAL LlBnARY KADIMAH”

Statement of re'qeipts and payments on general account for the year ended
31st AUGUST, 1945 *

RECEHPTS;
To Subscriptions..................

Hire of Hall....................  • .
” Deposits on Library Books 
” Proceeds of:—

Lectures .........................
Socials

•; Bazaar
Bazaar

” Collection
” Telephone
” Sale of Almanacs.................

Proceeds of Insurance Claim
” Miscellaneous .................   . .

1944 (Balance).....................
1945 a/c ................................
on a/c of Mani Leib Fund ,.
Refunds..................................

£651
360

29

45
300

70
500
115

2
4

16

12
5
5

0
6
0

4 
14

1
0

16
5

19
5

10

0
6
6
0
6
0
0
0
0

£2,096 18 0 
Balance at Commercial Bank#of Aust.

Ltd. on 1/9/1944 170 8 9

Ph. BLOCK, Hon, Treasurer. 
B. WARSZAWSKI, Secretary. 

L, STONE,
Audited and found correct. 

Public Accountant and Auditor. 
28/9/1945.

£2,267 6 9

. PAYMENTS:
By Salaries'and wages................................... £719 0 0
’’ Hall Maintenance . . . . . . '.............. 133 19 5
" Book^eposits Refunded ......... .. 
” Experaes on: —

7 5 0

Lectures ,................................................ 33 10 0
Socials .... ... .2...........................
Telephone..............*..................... ..

8i 0 10
19 7 7

Electricity and Gas •........................... 49 17 1
” Secretarial and Administrative expenses 30 11 0

Newspapers for Library.................... 16 19 6
Books for Library..............................., 28 19 6
Expenditure on Library..................... 22 5 6
Furniture and fittings......................... 115 16 2
Insurance premiums . . . .■.............. 37 13 5
Rates and Taxes................................ 54 14 11
Repairs.................................................. 39 4 6
Interest .................................................. 76 10 0

” Collector’s commission ..........................
” Donations:—

66 6

Lord Mayor’s Hospital Appeal . . . . 1 1 0
United Jewish Relief Fund............... 13 0 0

’’ Annual Meeting expenses...................... 25 0 3
” Affiliation Fee: Vic. Jewish Adv. Board 10 0 0
” Miscellaneous ............................................. 3 10 0

{e
” Balance at Commercial of Aust. ?

1,585 J,9 2

Ltd., on 31/8/1945 . . ..................... 681 J 7- 7

£2,267 6 9



“JEWISH NATIONAL LIBRARY KADIMAW*

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AS AT 31st AUGUST, 19 45

LIABILITIES:
Mortgages; State Savings Bank of Victoria 

(Secured on 836/840 Lygon Street,
North Carlton)............. ................................ £1,800 0

Presbyterian Church (Secured on 83 2
Lygon Street, North Carlton) . . , . . . 770 0

Deposits on Library Books:
Balance 1/9/44 £91 3 6
Additions .. 29 5 0 £120 8 6
Less Refunds...................... 7 5 0

__ ___  113 3
Provision for sundry creditors....................... 50 0
Amounts held on trusts:

Exiled Jewish Authors.............................. 31 7
Mani Leib Fund.......................................... 115 16

Surplus of Assets over Liabilities................ 5,153 6

0

0

6
0

6
6
7

ASSETS;
Freehold Land and Buildings: 

830/840 Lygon St.
83 4 Lygon St. . .
83 2 Lygon St.

Furniture and Fittings: 
Balance 1/9/1944 . . 
Additions..............

Less Depreciation

Yiddish Typewriter:
Balance 1/9/19 44
Less Depreciation

Stock of Almanacs (at
Library Books;

Balance 1/9/144
Additions..............

Less Depreciation

£5,999

£4,349 12 .5
550 0 0

1,100 0 0

. 425 19 8
115 16 2

£541 15 10
54 O 7

4 2 0
16 5

ion) . .

747 0 0
28 19 6

775 19 6
77 11 11

487

3
72

12

12

5
0

5

0

Ph. BLOCK, Hon. Treasurer, 
B. WARSZAWSKI, Secretary.

L. STONE,
Public Accountant and Auditor. 

Audited and found correct.
28/9/1945.

Shares in Brown’s,, Ltd. (at face value) . . 
Cash at Commercial Bank of Aust. Ltd.;

General Account
Building Account

681 17 7
65 18 8

698 7
0

7
0

16

£8,033) 14 1 £8,033 14 1



‘JEWISH NATIONAL LIBRARY KADiaiAH”

STATEMENT OB" RECEIPTS AND PAYMENT OB" ACCOUNT OB" BUILDING EXTENTION FUND FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 31st AUGUST, 1945

To Gross Rents
RECEIPTS:

Balance at Commercial Bank of Aust, 
on 1/9/1944 ................................

£71 10 0

46 6 4

£71 1'0 0
By Rates: M. & M.B.W............................ .... £2 13 6

>» ” M.C.C................................ . . . . 5 16 0
Insurance ........................................... 18 2
Agent’s Commission on rents . . . . . . . . 3 11 4

n Interest .............................................. . . . . 36 11 8
ff Repairs ............................................... 1 17 0

Bank fees ........................................ 10 0

Ph. BLOCK, Hon. Treasurer.
B. WARSZAWSKI, Secretary.

L. STONE,
Public Accountant and Auditor. 

Audited and found correct.
28/9/1945.

£117 16 4

£51 17 8
Balance at the Commercial Bank of Aust.

on 31/8/45 . .............................................. 65 18 8

£117 16 4

The president and Members, The Jewish National Library “Kadimah,”
Gentlemen,
I have pleasure in submitting herewith Statements of Receipts and Payments on account of General and 

Building Extension Accounts for the year ended 31st August, 1945 and Statement of Liabilities and Assets 
as at 31st August, 1945.

Depreciation has been allowed at 10 per cent, on Furniture and Library Books and at 20 per cent on the 
Yiddish Typewriter. The shares in Brown’s Ltd., have been again brought into account at face value, and the 
stock of “Almanacs” has been valued on the same basis as for last year less as allowance of 10 per cent for 
depreciation.

Receipts have been produced for all payments, with the exception of small cash amounts, for which expend!’ 
tures the Secretary’s certificates have been accepted. The amounts held in trust for exiled Jewish authors 
and the Mani Leib Trust are represented by cash to the credit of the Company’s bank account with the Commer 
cial Bank.

Subject to the above observations, I hereby report that the Statements as signed by me represent true and 
correct summaries of the financial transactions of the Company for the year ended 31st August, 1945, and of 
the assets and liabilities of the Company as at that date according to the books of the Company, the explanations 
and vouchers furnished to me. Yours faithfully, LIONEL STONE, Public Accountant and Auditor.
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Werteim 
Werteini 
Werteim 
Werteim
Weyman I., Dr. 
White J. 
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Vv'ollen S.
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S.
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M.
M., Mx‘S. 
R^, Mrs.
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V.’ysjhkovsky Rabbi.
AVysoker A.
Wysoker R.

Y.

Yanover M., Mrs. 
Yellin I.

P-
Yoffe J., Mrs?**
Yoffe H., Mrs.

Z.

Zabinski L.
Zacharin M., Aliss. 
Zbar A.
Zebrak J.
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Zelcer N.
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Zemel I.
Zimmermann L.
Zmood H.
Zoltack D.
Zonenberg M.
ZukerJ^,
Zuker*., Mrs.
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-yj;x P^t^’ IViyt'D .^’xojy’-p'ix px njx^on ,n;x^a;y 'yj’ooyanx 
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■3{$ pK “I'T oTi$^’ oy pyo-D}$n p'^i? "i't p{§a p'od"3 lyiwo^jtp n* 
-^ip 13'1^^ py^ayioa'iN yt^^'n" pyo-oj^ii pnar nyraiK Pk lo'nv^’ 

.O'3y3^^1O 
lyj^iip'pyos Px ypn^KW'Tnx n o'o opxojj^ep nyroix 
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