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Jewish National Library “Kadimah”

THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 
NOVEMBER, 1946 ,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
We have mueh pleasure in submitting to you the 35th Annual 

Report of the Kadimah.
A great deal of changes have taken place this year. Together 

with other Jewish settlements all over the world, we here in 
Australia have also realized the duties which our tragic fate has 
placed on us.

Even though eighteen months have passed since the end of 
the war in Europe, thousands of our survivors are still kept in 
concentration camps, and the anti-semitism there is unfortunately 
on the increase. In spite of this, it is noticeable that there exists 
a stubborn will everywhere to rebuild the Jewish way of life and 
make good the losses of the war.

Although conditions here are not too favourable for the 
development of Jewish culture, a great deal of work in the 
cultural as well as social spheres has been accomplished this 
year. New journals and newspapers have appeared, a new 
branch of the Yiddish School has been established, the theatrical 
activities have grown, and the cultural and social activities of the 
Kadimah have begun to take deeper roots within the life of 
Melbourne Jewry.

The Committee at the beginning of the year set itself the 
task, not only to organise interesting functions of cultural and 
social character, but also to establish a lasting link between out- 
life here and our cultural heritage. Efforts have been made in 
this direction, and we believe that these efforts were not in vain.

After 35 years of existence, the Kadimah appears again in 
a new light. In addition to its increasing responsibilities, the 
importance of the Kadimah increased manifold. The new im
migrants who will arrive here shortly will need a warm and 
homely environment, Yiddish books, papers and, above all, moral 
strength to heal the wounds of their Maidanek experiences. This 
will have to be the task of the Kadimah.

The present Committee of the Kadimah has contributed a 
lot in guiding the policy of the Kadimah in this direction, and 
the inauguration of the Building Fund Act has been driven 
solely by the above motives. A beginning has been made and the 
sum of £4,000 has been collected so far. 'We hope that the 
Kadimah will in the near future be enlarged, and the new 
arrivals will find there the assistance most urgent of their needs 
at present. '

Not being a political institution we felt it was our duty to 
assist in bringing about unity amongst Jewish people. We have 
tried to reach this aim by enabling every Jewish faction to obtain



the Kadimah hall for its own purpose, thus upholding the 
Kadimah as a Jewish Centre.

It is true that not all the tasks set itself by the present 
Committee were fully carried out, the main reason being the lack 
of people doing •Cultural work. At the beginning of the year 
efforts were made to draw alt writers, journalists and other people 
of cultural interest into the activities of the Kadimah to help 
in the consolidation of our cultural life here. Many have helped, 
but the Kadimah still needs as;; many people as possible who are 
willing to work with love and enthusiasm in the Kadimah.

The new Kadimah ;Youth Organisation which has begun to 
realise the need dor a Jewish existence is a hopeful factor, promis
ing new blood,:, which is above all a guarantee that they will 
continue to weave the thread handed to them by their elders and 
will make Australian Jewry an important and respected part 
of world Jewish-Centres.

? SECRETARIAT
Your management eptpresses complete satisfaction with the 

work of Mr. B. Warshawski , (who resigned his position as 
Secretary on Jply.lSth, 1946), as well as with the work, of Mr. 
Y. Birsztein (who tpok over the position of Secretary on the 
above date), of. the Librarian, IVfr. J. Bogatin, of the Collector, 
Mr. S. Podeip, and of-the Caretaker, Mr. W. Fookes.

MEMBERSHIP. FLUCTUATION
Last year’s members’ list (contained 659 names. Ten of 

those being noh-financial, were eliminated from the present, list. 
Seven members died, this year, thirty-nine new members were 
enrolled. Our 'niembership list a.s at present consists of 681 
financial membe.rs. . , .

LIBRARY ANID READING ROOM
As far as present conditions permit, we endeavour to keep 

our library and reading room stoked with all the most important 
Iewish and English publications. Our library stocks are as 
tollows; 1,915 Yiddish volumes, 1,680 English, 355 Hebrew and 
60 Russian. Total; 4,010 volumes.

The classification: of books read during the 11 month.s 
(18/11/1946 to-22/10/1946) is - 3,384 Yiddish, 215 English and 
34 Hebrew. ■ k

The Committee tenders its warmest thanks to Mr. M. 
Shechter for his'continuous valuable work in re-cataloe'uing the 
books and safeguttrding of the library.

.' .’.kAlirMAH FUNCTIONS
(From tiic 13th. November,, 1945, to 1st December, 1946) 

18/11/45 34th Annual General Meeting.
25/11/45 Hall granted to the "W.I.Z.O.” 
2/12/45 Hall granted, to the Jewish National Fund. 
9/12/45 .Hall granted, to the United Jewish Overseas 

: Relief Fund.



16/12/45

(1).17/3/46

(2) 24/3/46

31/3/46

(3) 7/4/46

(4) 15/4/46

28/4/46

(5) , 5/5/46

(6) 11/5/46
(7) 19/5/46 

•^(8) - 26/5/

(9) ^/6/^6

(10) ■13/6/46

16/6/46

(12)
25/6/^6
30/6/46
2/2/^6

(13) 14/7/46

2\/2/^6
■ 2^///^6 

(14) 4/8/46

Hall granted to; the Jewish ^National Fund. 
Recess until 17th March, ,1946. ■

Purim Evening. Participants; = President J. 
Honig (Inaugural < Address), K. Black, D. 
Hirshfield, D. Neminoh, 1. Portnoy, D. 
Steiner and S.; Shmuleyich: (Music), R. Saks 
and M. Sanders/Songs),. A. Braizblat (Re
citation), J. Ginter and A; iF.^ Mrocki (Dia
logue by B. Warshawski), “The Melbourne 
Megilah,” by J. Giligitch, I. Hurwitz, J. 
Honig, L. Flinker and J.; Solvei.

“Present conditions in; PMestine and the Eng
lish-American Commission,” Speaker; Mr. J. 
Solomon. '■ '

Hail granted to the “Carlton Whir Loan Com
mittee.” ■

“Topical Jewish ' themes.■ Speakers ; Messrs. 
2!, . Braizblat, J: Ginter arid I. Hurwitz.

“U.N.O. Lectui-er (in English),; Mr. J. T. 
Brown. ' ‘ '

Hall granted to',the-Victorian Jewish Advisory 
Board. , ;

“Bloodshed in Palestiiiei”. Speakei;s; Messrs. J. 
Honig, A. :Mushiri\aiid \Si Wynn.

A social evening;,.“Til a’hqhiely atmosphere.” 
“Sliolom xTleicliem to' his) 30th anniversary.” 

Lecturer; Mr; Ji Giligitch.
“Our Plan for a--New Immigration.” Speakers: 

Messrs. A. Masel arid-1’. - Sher.
Hall granted-to theFreelancer Orchestra.' 
“Questions’and- x'VriSwers.-" 'Participants ; Messrs.

J. Gihgitch, L Huriwit'z ahd J. Rymer.
“This Land.”. A’dramatic';performance by A. 

jVshman. Participants-; ‘ dCadimah Dramatic 
Circle and TC.-Y.O. Dramatic Group. Pro
ducer Mr.’ J.; VvOislitz. -; ;.;

“Europe and Palestine.” ,,Impressions : Mr. Leo 
Fink, . V ;■ -

Hall granted to. the.fXiddish Sunday School. 
“Extraordinary Gener.aLMeeting.”
Hall granted to'.ithe Kadimah Youth Organisa

tion.. . ; • ; . . . ;
“Review of World Jewish .Press.Participants: 

Messrs. Y. Birsztein, j...(/inter, J. Honig, I. 
Hurwitz and J. Rymer.''

Hall granted to “the “Statd'Zionist Council.” 
Hall granted to the Jewish‘Natibhal Fund. 
“What are the possibilities of a lasting co-opera

tion between- the. Afabs-’-and the Jews in 
Palestine?” Lecturer: Mr. J. Solvey.



(15) 8/8/46

(16) 10/8/46
11/8/46

(17) 18/8/46

25/8/46
(18) 31/8/46

1/9/46
(19) 8/9/46

(20) 14/9/46
(21) 15/9/46

22/9/46

(22) 28/9/46-
(23) 29/9/46

6/10/46
(24) 13/10/46

(25) 14/10/46
(26) 19/10/46

20/10/46
(27) 26/10/46

27/10/46

3/11/46
10/11/46

(28) 17/11/46
(29) 24/11/46
(30) 1/12/46

'‘THIS LAND,” A dramatic performance. 
•Union Theatre.

“This land.”
Hall granted to the Revisionist Organisation.
“The Golden Epoch of Jewish Literature.” Lec

turer: Mr. S. Goldstein.
Hall granted to the Jewish National Fund.
“This Land,” by A. Ashman.
Hall granted to the “W.l.Z.O.”
“Where Lie.s the Solution to the Events in 

Palestine?” Speakers: Messrs, J. Honig, A. 
Pearl and A. Rosenkrantz.

“This Land.” A dramatic performance.
“Europe and Iks Future.” Speaker: Mr. J. 

Waks. .
Hall granted to the PAderal Election Committee. 

Speaker: Mr. A. A, Calwell, M.H.R.
“Uncle Moses.” Yiddish Film.
“This Land—The Book and the Performance.” 

A critic. Speakers: Messrs. H. Bergner, J. 
Honig, J. Waislitz and J. Rymer,

Hall granted to the League of Labour Palestine. 
“A Jewish Quiz.” Chairman; Mr. J. Giligich.

Jury: Messrs. J. Honig, I. Hurwitz, S. Gold
stein, J. Sher and J. Rymer.

“Uncle Moses.” Yiddish Film.
“Combined Banquet in Honour of the 35th 

Anniversary of the Kadimah and the 85th 
Birthday of Mr. M. Zeltner, the second Presi
dent of the Kadimah.”
Participants in the artistic program; The 
Jewish Choir, under the direction of Mr. 
Portnoy and J. Giligitch. A humorous story, 
by B. Warshaveski.

Hall granted to the Bialik School.
A Sholom Aleichem Concert, with the partici

pation of the Kadimah Dramatic Circle, the 
Kadimah Youth Organisation Dramatic 
Group and the pupils of the Yiddish School. 
Producer; Mr. J. Waislitz.

Hall granted to the Carlton War Loan Com
mittee.

Hall granted to the State Zionist Council.
Hall granted to the Jewish Progressive Centre. 
“Jews in China.” Speaker; Mr. J. Rapoport. 
Sholom Aleichem Concert.
35th Annual General Meeting.



ATTENDANCE AT KADIMAH FUNCTIONS
The above Kadimah functions v/ere attended by 6,500 people.
The attendance of Committee members at the same functions 

was as.follows; President Honig, 21; Mr. Rymer, 21; Mr. 
Hurwitz, 17; Mr. Braizblat, 14; Mr. Saks, 13; Mr. Ginter, 12; 
Messrs. Giligich and Troii, 10 each; Mr. Fogel, 9; Messrs. 
Schechter, Rothfarb, Roth and Nirens, 6 each; Mr. Goldstein, 
5; Mr. Segal; Messrs. Goldhar and Laube, 2 each.

BUILDING FUND
During this year a special Building Fund Committee has 

been organised, which, in conjunction with the Committee of the 
Kadimah, arranged functions and collections for the building 
plans of the Kadimah. Mr. M. Zeltner and Mr. A. Nirens are 
President and Treasurer respectively. During the course of this 
year, eight meetings of the Building Fund Committee have been 
held. The finance report up to the period ending August 31st 
shows the sum of £279/8/0. Since then the sum of £3,926/8/0 
(pledges included) have been collected, thanks to the efforts of 
the Building Fund Committee, and in particular to the good work 
(lone by Mr. R. Roth berg.

Letters of thanks have been sent out to all the donors 
towards the Building F'und. The Committee tenders its warmest 
thanks to Messrs. M. Zeltner, R. Rothberg and all members of 
the Building Fund Committee for their self-sacrificing efforts 
towards the welfare of the Kadimah.

THANKS
We acknowledge most sincere thanks to the following; Mr. 

J. Okno, LL.B. (Hon. Solicitor), Mr. L. Stone (Hon. Auditor), 
Mr. M. Zeltner (President of the Building Fund Committee), 
and to the editors and publishers of the “Australian Jewish 
News,” the “Australian Jewish Herald,” and the “Jewish Post,” 
for the publicity they have given to the Kadimah.

THEATRE
'Phis year has been a very important one for the members of 

the David Herman Dramatic Circle of the Kadimah.
The play, “This Land,” by A. Ashman and produced by 

Mr. J. Waislitz, has been played five times, and was seen by 
2,000 people. This was possible due to the unceasing efforts of 
Mr. J. Waislitz, assisted by the Dramatic Circle and the moral 
and material assistance given by the Kadimah throughout this 
time. The Committee wishes the Dramatic Circle further success 
in it.s activities.

JEWISH FILMS
Yiddish films were shown in the Kadimah this year, and 

efforts are being made to obtain more Yiddish films from 
America.



KADIMAH YOUTH ORGANISATION
Contrary to any other year, the K.Y.O. has established 

the rule that every member must belong to one of the groups 
into which the K.Y.O. is divided.

The divisions consist of the following groups: (a) Yiddish 
reading and writing groups under the guidance of Mr. J. 
Giligich; (b) The study of Yiddish literature—lecturer; Mr. CH. 
Gurt; (c) Self-study Circles. A Dramatic Circle, which at the 
moment goes through a cycle of lectures entitled; “Theatre- 
Theory and Practice,” under the tutorship of Mr. J. Waislitz. A 
Musical Group, and the Open Forum Group which organises 
the well-known Friday nights devoted to lectures and discussions 
on all cultural, scientific and literary problems. The Friday 
nights are very successful, and are being attended by an average 
of 60-70 young people, who take an active part in the debates.

Resides that, the K.Y.O. has this year organised concerts 
publicising the works of young Jewish artists.

Efforts are being made to organise youth of 13-16 years of 
age around the K.Y.O. in order to instill in them an appreciation 
of Jewish life. Thanks to intensified activities, we are well 
represented in the Melbourne Jewish Youth Council.

Our most important achievement this year is the publication 
of our tri-lingual monthly journal “Jewish Youth.” The journal 
has been published for several months now, and in all probability 
it will become the organ of all Melbourne Youth Organisations, 
which, if feasible, would be a big step forward in the life of 
Jewish Youth in Melbourne.

This is a brief report of our work this year which is growing 
from day to day.

VICTORIAN JEWISH ADVISORY BOARD
Our representatives on the V.J.A.B. attended the regular 

meetings of the Board, and Have kept us informed of the activities 
of the V.J.A.B.

Our representatives are: Mr. I. Hurwitz and Mr. S. Roth.
GENERAL

The Kadimah has also this year, in accordance with the 
action of previous years, given several evenings in favour of 
various bodies. The Kadimah’s sole motive is that it should 
become the centre of Melbourne Jewry’s cultural activity.

The Kadimah Hall, is being let free of charge, for meetings, 
functions and bigger gatherings to the Carlton War Loan Com
mittee.

The newly formed “Circle of Journalists,” as well as the 
“Society of Friends of the I.W.O.,” hold their meetings in the 
Kadimah free of charge.

The Yiddish school, which recently celebrated its 10th anni
versary, regularly holds its classes in the Kadimah.



A banquet has been held in honour of Mr. B. Warszawski, 
who resigned the position of Secretary due to personal reasons. 
At the banquet, Mr, Warszawski was presented with all the 
works of Sholom Aleichem, as a token of appreciation for the 
good work done during 5>4 years of his secretaryship.

The Committee wish to express their regret to Mr. P. 
Goldhar and CH. Laube, who due to ill-health had to resign 
from the Committee, and were unable to take an active part in 
the Kadimah this year.

OBITUARY I
It is with deep regret that we record the loss of the follow

ing members: E. Goldberg, J. Lipp, J. Rockman, Ghana Mushin, 
A. Stern, S. Jakubovich and B. Singer.

Letters of condolence have been sent out to the relatives 
of the deceased.

CONCLUSION
We hope, Ladies and Gentlemen, that the tasks performed by 

us as set out in the report meets with your approval.
We also hope that you will do all in your power to make 

our work successful, so that Kadimah may proudly take its 
place in the resurrected Jewish family of culture to come.

—COMMITTEE.
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JEWISH NATIONAL LIBRARY “KADIMAH.”

Statement of Receipts and Payments on General Account for the year ended 31st August, 1946.

Balance at Commercial Bank of Aus
tralia, Ltd., on 1/9/1945 ................. £681 17 7

/idd Receipts—
Members’ subscriptions . £553 2 0
Hire of Halls.............. .. 397 16 6

£2565 2 y

Deposits on Library
Book,s............. .. .. . . . 26 0 0

Proceeds of— •
Lectures . . . .................. 45 1 9

Socials and Eunctions . 757 5 0

Bazaar, 1945 ............... 80 8 10

Sale of Almanacs . . . . 5 8 2

Refund, Telephone . . . . 3 13 9

Donations.......................... 6 5 0
Kadimah Youth Organi

sation ......................... 6 4 0
Sundries . .......................... 2 0 0 1883 5 0

L. STONE, A.E.l.A. 7/10/1946.

Deduct Payments—
Salaries and wages . . . . £844 3 0
Electricity and gas . . . . 48 15 7
Secretarial and Admini-

strative Expenses .... 40 16 4
Books for Library . . . . 138 9 6
Bookbinding (Library) . 36 5 0
Book Deposits refunded ■ 4 0 0
Newspapers £ . . . . i . . 21 0 2
Expenses on—

Lectures . .................... 42 1 0
Socials and Functions ■ 682 16 . 0
Bazaar, 1945 ............... 18 6 3

Hall Ex.pense.s................ 82 15 10
Insurance ........................... 35 9 11
Rates and Taxes . . . . 53 17 7
Interest ............................... 73 13 9
Repairs and Maintenance 153 12 0
Telephone.......................... 22 13 2
Remittances—

Authors’ Fund................ 18 0 0
1 Mani Leib Fund . . . . 109 8 6

Affiliation Fees: Vic.
Jewish Advisory Board 35 0 0

Miscellaneous................... 8 0 0
Collector’s Commission . 55 8 3
Annual Meeting Ex-

i -penses-...........................  . 28 0 0 2552 11 10

■ Balance at Commercial Bank' of Aus-
tralia, Ltd., on 31st August, 1946 . . £12 10 9



JEWISH NA'I'TONAL LIBRARY “KADIMAH.'
STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AS AT THE 31st OF AUGUST, 1946.

Liabilities
M ortgages—

State Savings Bank of Victoria 
Presbyterian Church..............

l)eposit,s on Library Books—
Balance, 1/9/45 .. .. £113
Additions....................... 26

3
0

6
0

£1800
770

0
0

0
0

£139 3 6
Less refunds.................. 4 0 0

— 135 3 6
Provision for Sundry Creditors . . 4 n 0
Amounts held in d'rust—

Exiled Jewish Authors............. 13 7 6
Mani Leib Fund..................... 6 8 0

£2728 19 0
Surplus of Assets over Liabilities 5342 4 11

£8071! 3 11

Audited and found correct.

Assets
Freehold Land and Buildings—

830-840 Lygon St...........£4349 12 5
834 l.ygon St................. 550 0 0
832 Lygon St................. 1100 0 0

-------- --------  £5999 12 5
I'urniture and I'ittings—

Balance, 1/9/45 .'. .. £487 12 3
Less Depreciation .... 48 15 3

---------------- 438 17 0 
Yiddish Typewriter—

Balance, 1/9/45 .... £3 5 7
Less Depreciation .... 013 2

-------------- - 2 12 5
Stock of Almanacs (at valuation) .... 60 0 0
Library Books—

Balance, 1/9/45 .. .. £698 7 7
Additions....................... 138 9 6

£836 17 1
Less Depreciation .... 83 13 9

---------------------------  753 3 4
Shares in Brown's, Ltd. (at face value) 25 0 0
Comrnonwealtli d'reasury Bond.............  500 0 0
Cash at Comniercial Bank of Australia

Ltd.—
General Account.............................. 12 10 9
Building Account.............................. 279 8 0

L. STONE, A.I.F.A., Public Accountant and 
Auditor.

£8071 3 11



JEWISH NATIONAL LIBRARY “KADIMAH.”
Statement of Receipts and Payments on account of Building Extension Fund for the year ended 31st 

August, 1946.

AdrZ Receipts—
Balance al The Commercial Bank of

Australia, Ltd., on 1/9/1945 .............. £65 18 8
Gross Rents........................£71 10 0
Donations to Building Ex

tension Fund............... 205 10 0
Interest: Commonwealth

War Loan..................... 6 5 0 283 5 0

£349 3 81 
A. NIRENS, Hon. Treasurer.
Y. Birsztein, Secretary.

AUDITED AND FOUND CORRECT.
L. STONE, A.F.I.A., Public Accountant and 

Auditor. 7/10/1946.

Deduct Payments—
Rates and Taxes—

M.M.B.W......................  .
City of Melbourne ....

Insurance ...........................
Expenses re Building Ex

tension Fund Appeal . .
Interest ...............................
Agent’s Commission on

rents...............................
Bank charges ....................

£4 11 10
5 16 0
0 18 2

17 16 8
36 11 8

3 11 4
0 10 0 69 15 8

Balance at the Commercial Bank of
Australia, Ltd., on 31/8/1946 . . . . £279 8 0

7th October, 1946.
The President and Members, Jewish National Library “Kadimah,”

Gentlemen,
I have pleasure in submitting herewith Financial Statements for the year ended 31st August, 1946.
In accordance with previous practice, depreciation has been allowed at 10 per centum on furniture and library 

books, and at 20 per centum on the typewriter. The shares in Brown’s Ltd., have again been brought into account at 
face value, and the “Almanacs” have been valued on the same basis as previously adopted.

Receipts have been produced for all payments, with the exception of items of petty cash expenditure, for which 
the Secretary’s certificates have been accepted.

Subject to the above observations, I have to report that the Statements as signed by me represent, in my opinion, 
true and correct summaries of the financial transactions of the Company for the year ended 31st August, 1946, and 
of the Assets and Liabilities of the Company as at that date, to the best of my belief, and according to the books of 
the Company, and the explanations and vouchers furnished to me.

Yours faithfully,
LIONEL STONE, A.F.I.A., Auditor,
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