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Jewish National Library “Kadimah”

Thirty-Sixth Annual Report, November, 1947

Ladies and Gentlemen™ —

We have the honour of presenting to you the 36th annual
report of the activities of the J.N.L. Kadimah.

The past year has witnessed a great many changes within
the life of our community, changes which were mainly due to
the events that have been taking place among the Jewish
people in Palestine and in Europe. ,

In Europe, the past year was one of intense effort on the
part of the surviving Jewish communities to rebuild their
cultural and economic life; and it can be safely claimed that
a great deal of progress has been achieved in this sphere.

On the other hand, however, we have the terrible and tragic
plight of the D.P.’s in the camps in Germany and Austria,
where there has been no improvement in their standard of
living.

Thousands tore themselves out of these camps at great risk,
in the vain hope of starting a new and happier existence in
Palestine, only to be brutally forced back info the .horror camps.

A new concentration camp in Cyprus has been added to
those already in existence elsewhere..

The future becomes even more hopeless when one reads of
the plans advocating the rebuilding of a strong and powerful
Gerniany.

The Vishuv in Palestine has also lived through a time of
great trials and struggles during the past year,, but the decision
of the United Nations to create a Jewish State, a decision which
received the support of the U.S.A, and Soviet Union
awakens in us the hope that the Yishuv will weather the storm,
and emerge from its internal struggles stronger and more
united.

All the happenings mentioned above, together with the long-
awaited immigration of our surviving. relatives, which began
during the past twelve months, have strongly influenced our
Jewish community in Australia, and have found expression in
a renewed and intensified cultural, and social activity of all
Jewish societies and organisations in Melbourne.

With the influx of new artistic .and literary elements, our
Mewish theatre and other cultural activities have become im-
bued with new life. Yiddish concerts,, lectures and stage per-
formances have become regular weekly features, attracting
large audiences to every function. "

A Yiddish publishing company has also b.een established to
publish Yiddish books in Australia, and there ~.re definite hopes



that the widely discussed plan for a Jewish Day-school will
become a reality in the near future.

As the centre of Jewish cultural activities in Melbourne,
the Kadimah has gladly welcomed these signs of a cultural
re-awakening, and has always been ready to help with the
development of Jewish social and cultural life.

For this reason, the Kadimah has given its Hall to outside
organizations on a greater number of Sunday evenings

and has endeavoured to introduce; various functions
of her own on week nights.

As a result of this policy, a People’s University has been
successfully established, Wednesday night club nights are tak-
ing place, Yiddish and non-Jewish films have been screened,
-and a number of other miscellaneous functions arranged.

We know,’however, that not all the aims which last year’s
committee set itself have been carried out. There are many
reasons for this, the most important factors being our geo-
graphical isolation, the influence of our non-Jewish neighbours,
and the slow progress of establishing a Jewish way of life in
this country.

We feel, however, that a more intense effort on the part of
committee members would make our work easier, and enable
the Kadimah to direct its activities along wider avenues. It
mshould be the task of the new committee to draw into its
activities an ('.ver-increasing number of newcomers to this
country.

A gratifying development the growth of the Kadimah
Youth Organization, and the serious endeavours they are mak-
ing to form younger groups, commencing with children above;
the age of nine years. The committee of the Kadimah has bet'u
alert to this hopeful phenomenon, and has given them every
mopportunity of carrying out this task, and ensuring its success.

Up to the present, four different age groups are function-
ing, and are'active on almost every day of the week.

This work is a gratifying assurance of a brighter future,
mand should encourage us to build up the Jewish way of life,
together with other Jewish communities all over the world, and
to fight stubbornly foi’ the continued life and future of the
Jewish people. '

SECRETARIAT.

Your management expresses complete satisfaction with the
work of the Secretary, Mr. Y. Birsztein, of the Librarian, Mr.
J. Bogation, of the Collector, Mr. S. Podem, and of the Care-
taker, Mr. W. Fookes.

MEMBERSHIP FLUCTUATION.

Last year’s members’ list contained 681 names. Three of
those being uon-financial, were eliminated from the present



were enrolled. Our membership list as at present consists of
list.  Three members died during this year;191 new members
S6H financial members.

LIBRARY AND READING ROOM

As far as present conditions permit, we endeavour to keep
our library and reading room stocked with all the most im-
portant Jewish, Hebrew and English publications. Our library
stocks are as follows: 2,100 Yiddish Volumes, 1,700 English, 360
Hebrew, and 60 Russian. Total: 4,220 volumes.

The classification of books read during the 12 months
(22/10/1946 to 15/10/1947) is: 3,423 Yiddish, 172 English, 37
Hebrew, and 33 Russian books.

ATTENDANCE OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

From 12/12/46 till 6/11/47, thirteen committee meetings
were held, at which the attendances were: President Pearl, 13;
Rothkop, 13 ; Messrs. Rymer, Sher and Jedwabinski, 12; Messrs.
Ginter and Fogel, 11; Messrs. Braizblat, Silman and
Schechter, 10; Mr. Rothman, 9; Messrs. Brown and Gilligieh,
8: Messrs. Goldberg and Tron, 7; Mr. Glat, 4; Mr. Mushin, 3;
Air. Boral, 2; and Mr. Krommberg, 1,

KADIAIAH. FUNCTIONS.

Prom 1st December, 1946, to 30th November, 1947.
The non-numbered are functions of other institutions.)
1/12/46 35th Annual General Meeting.
8/12/46 Hall granted to J.N.P.
15/12/46 Flalldgranted to United Jewish Overseas Relief
und.
Summer Recess Until 2nd March, 1947.

L 2/3/46 Pinchos Goldhar Commemoration. Participants :
Messrs. A. Pearl, H. Bergner, H. Gurt, H.
Muntz, J. Waten and Mrs. Netti Palmer. Ar-
tistic Programme: Miss R. Holcer, A. Braizblat,
H. Portnoy and the Jewish Men’s Choir.

2 5/3/47 Annual Purim Evening. Participants: Presi-
dent A. Pearl (inaugural address) ; H. Portnoy,
Misha and K. Blach (music) ; J. Lissek and S.
Korn (songs) ; Miss Ruth Bergner (dances)
J. Ginter and J. Sher (“‘interview”—one-act
play, by Mr. B. Warshavski) ; ““The Melbourne
Megilah,” by J. Giligich, L. Zabinski and J.
Bluthal; recital of a humorous story, by J.
Honig.

3. 16/3/47 ““Industrial Unrest.” Lecturer: The Hon. P.
J. Clarey, Minister for Labour.

4. 29/3/47 Banquet. Receptions in honor of the new-
comers. Participants: Messrs: J. Giligich, A.
Pearl, Al. Lepoladski, M. Potashinski, Kov-
venoki, A. Braizblat, N. and S. Ginter, Miss M.
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30/3/47
6/4/47
8/4/47

13/4/47

20/4147

2714147
3/5/47
4/5/47
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5/5/47

11/5/47

18/5/47
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2715147
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15/6/47
22/6/47
29/6/47
1/7/47
57147

817147

13/7/47
15/7/47

2017147

Rochlin, C. Reitner and the Jewish Men’s Choir.
Hall granted to the United Jewish Overseas
Belief Fund.

Hall granted to the Victorian Zionist Organisa-
tion.

Yiddish Sound Film "Yiddle Mitn Fiddle.”
“The Fight Against Anti-Semitism and the
Activities of the Jewish Council. Speakers
Dr. Rabbi H. Seanger, H. Muntz and I. Sher.
Hall granted to the Carlton Loan Committee.
Hall granted to the Victorian Jewish Board
of Deputies.

IF:{e C(Ialat screening of the film ““Yiddle Mitn
iddle.”

Yiddish film ““Yiddle Mitn Fiddle.” Sunday

afternoon: Special children’s matinee.

“Yiddle Mitn Fiddle,” Sunday Evening.
“Yiddle Mitn Fiddle.”

Hall granted to the United Jewish Overseas
Relief Fund.

“Palestine and Other European Countries.”
Impressions: Mr. S. Wynn.

Sixth screening of the film “Yiddle Mitn

Piddle.”

Seventh screening of ““Yiddle Mitn Fiddle”

in Caulfield.

“A Jewish Quiz.” Conducted by Mr. J. Gili-

gich and Mr. J. Sher.

“The Character of the Planned Jewish Day-
School.”  Symposium. Participants: Mr. J.
Ciligich, Mr. Feiglin, Rothfield and Mr. S.
Marantz.

Hall granted to the Jewish Committee of the
Communist Party.

“Terror in Palestine.” Symposium. Partici-
pants: Mr. A. Braizblat, A. Pearl, and J. Honig.
““China is Silent.” Lecture b?/ Mr. B. Rosen.
First Lecture of the ““People’s University.”
Lecturer: Mr. J. Rapoport. Subject: ““The
Tragedy of the German-Jewish Intelligentsia.”
Theatre performance, ““Hard to be a Jew,”
by Scholom Aeleichen, performed by the David
Herman dramatic group at the Kadimah
“People’s University.”  Lecturer: Mr. H.
Gurt. Subject. Ch. N. Bialik.

Annual Bazaar, 1947.

People’s University. Lecture by J. Rapoport.
Subject: ““Jewish Social Thought in the Yid-
dish Literature.”

Hall granted to the State Zionist Council.
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3/8/47
5/8/47

10/8/47
12/8/47
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2/9/147
7/9/47
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21/9/47
8/10/47
12/10/47
19/10/47

26/10/47

2/11/47
9/11/47
16/11/47
23/11/47

30/11/47

People’s University. Continuation of the lec-
ture by Mr. J. Rapoport.

Film ““Uncle Moses.”

People’s University. Lecture by Mr. H. Muntz,
“The History of Australia.”

Hall granted to the Committee of the ““Youth
Aliyah Campaign.”

People’s University. Lecture by Mr. H.
Muntz, ““The Social and Economical Struc-
ture of Australia.”

Violin Recital, by John Glickman, to his de-
parture for England.

People’s University. Lecture by Mr. H. Muntz,
“The Literature of Australia.”

Hall granted to the Publishing Co. ““Oyfboy.”
Film **Uncle Moses.”

People’s University. Lecture by J. Giligich,
“The Literary Works of P. Goldhar.”

Hall granted to the United Jewish Overseas
Relief Fund.

People’s University. Lecture by Mr. A. Pat-
kin, ““The History of the Jewish Territorialist
Movement.”

Hall granted to the State Zionist Council.
People’s University. Lecture by Mr. J. Solvey,
““The History of the Zionist Movement.”
Hall granted to the “Yiddish Scientific In-
stitute.”

“A Children’s Quiz.” Sunday afternoon.
Russian film, ““Hellow Moscow.”

People’s University. Lecture by Mr. J. Waks,
“The History of the ‘Bund.’ ”

Hall granted to the Carlton United Hebrew
Congregation.

Four silent Charlie Chaplin films.

Hall granted to the ““Bund Group.”

Concert of the Jewish Men’s Choir, arranged
by the Kadimah.

Abraham Reizen Concert. Participants: Miss Miriam
Rochlin, A. Braizblatt, the Jewish Men’s Choir,
Pninah Sholing, Aviva Kowadlo, Mathys Wishnia,
Henry Portnoy, Mr. B. Rozen and Mr. J. Giligich.
Hall granted to the Labor Party.

Hall granted to the ““Progressive Centre.”
Hall granted to the J.N.F.

Hall granted to the United Jewish Overseas
Relief Fund.

Thirty-sixth annual meeting of the J.N.L.
“Kadimah.”



ATTENDANCE AT KADIMAH FUNCTIONS

Tlhe above Kadimah functions were attended by 9,217
people.

The attendance of committee members at the same functions
was as follows:—Mr. M. Jedwabinski, 25; Mr. J. Rymer, 24;
Mr. J. Ginter, 22; Mr. A. Pearl, 20; Mr. M. Silman, 19; Mr. 1.
Rothman, 19; Messrs. A. Braizblat and J. Giligich, 18; Mr J.
Sher, 17; Mr. N. Fogel, 16; Messrs. H. Brown and M. Schechter,
15; Mr. S. Rothkop, 14; Mr. A. Goldberg, 12; Mr. B. Tron, 9;
Mr. M. Glat, 6; Mr. A. Mushin, 4; Messrs. A. Boral and M.
Kronenberg, 3.

THANKS

AA%e acknowledge most sincere thanks to the following—
Mr. J. Okno, LL.B. (Hon. Solicitor), Mr. L. Stone (Hon. Audi-
tor), and to the editors and pulishers of the “ Australian Jewish
News,” the ~LAustraliau Jewish Herald” and the *‘Jewish
Post,” for the publicity they have given to the Kadimah.

KADIMAH YOUTH ORGANISATION

The main thing that distinguishes the K.Y.O. from any
other youth organisation is its interest in culture, especially
Jewish culture, and its uses in combating the evils of anti-
Semitism and assimilation.

It can be seen that all our communal, social and cultural
work are governed by these points, which are important ones
of our Constitution.

Like the J.N.L. Kadimah, a non-politieal and cultural body,
we have had a variety of speakers, on Friday nights, on cul-
tural and political subjects.

AVith these speeches, Yiddish and English, we have
endeavoured to cater for the members' individual ideas. These
speeches being informative and entertaining to the remainder.

Other cultural works were the musical and dramatic groups,
who functioned very well during the year. Many successful
musical evenings were held, featuring the works of the great
COMpOosers.

Anti-Semitism and its dangers has interested us very much,
and much work has been done to combat it.

Speakers from the Council to Combat Anti-Semitism and
Fascism, speaking on the subject, aroused us to the extent of—

(a) Forming a speakers’ class on the subject, with a member
of the Council as tutor; and

(b) Raising it on the Youth Council and being instrumental
in the formation of the Jewish Youth League to promote Racial
Tolerance, in which many of our members take a very important
part.

The K.Y.O. has done much to welcome new arrivals, and



have opened their membership to them. We have introduced
and acclimatised them with our Yiddish lectures, dances, and
our weekly club nights.

Realising the Importance of our culture in its use in
lighting the dangers of assimilation amongst our youth, and
especially youth of the young age groups, the K.Y.O. has
broadened its scope of membei*ship.

New subsidiary bodies have been formed in the past year,
such as the K.Y.O. "Teens, ages 15-18, and two younger groups,
which have done very important work.

These younger groups, with the K.Y.O., have good facilities,
such as a good hall, use of library, and musical facilities. But
facilities are not all. We must have the help, co-operation of
all Kadimah members. We know this help is forthcoming, for
we are the future members of the Kadimah.—President, Execu-
tive and Committee of K.Y.O.

JEWISH BOARD OF DEPUTIES IN VICTORIA

Our representatives on the J.B.D.V. attended the regular
meetings of the Board, and have kept us informed of the
activities of the J.B.D.V. Our representatives are; Mr. A.
Pearl and Mr. S. Rothkop.

THE ANNUAL BAZAAR

The Annual Bazaar of the Kadimah, this year, met with a
considerable financial success. The net proceeds amounted to
£559/13/-.  Your committee desires to express its sincere thanks
to all donors and particularly to the Bazaar Committee for
their wholehearted devotion for the success of the Bazaar.

PEOPLE’S UNIVERSITY AND CLUB EVENINOS

To further cultural activities, the Kadimah has, this year,
introduced a People’s University, which was held for eleven
consecutive weeks, the total attendance being 385 people. Also
the club evenings, which are being held every Wednesday night,
art' fairly successful, the average attendance being 25 people.

GENERAL

In accoi'dance with the actions of previous years, the Kadi-
mah has granted the hall, for several Sunday evenings, to
various Jewish bodies. The Kadimah'’s sole motive is that it
should carry on as the centre of Melbourne Jewry’s cultural
activity.

The Kadimah Hall is being let free of charge for meetings
and bigger gatherings to the Carlton War ljoan Committee.

The Yiddish School regularly holds its classes in the
Kadimah.

English classes for newcomers are being held every Monday



and Thursday, at the Kadimah premises, free of charge.

The United Jewish Overseas Relief Fund as well as the
“Friends of the Yiddish Scientific Institute, Y.l.V.0.” hold
their regular meetings at the Kadimah free of charge.

The committee wishes to express their regret to Mr. A
Mushin. who, due to ill health, was unable to take an active
part in the work of the Kadimah this year.

OBITUARY

It is with deep regret that we record the loss of the follow-
ing members: P. Ooldhar, P. Jedwab and M. Janover.
Letters of condolence have been sent out to the relatives of
the deceased.
CONCLUSION

In all our deliberations we have always considered the best
interests of the community as a whole, and we trust that the
task performed by us, as set out in the report, meets with your
approval.

We hope that you will do all in your power to make the
work of the Kadimah successful, so that we may proudly take
our place amongst other Jewish communities of the world.

—COMMITTEE.
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Jewish National

State of Receipts and Payments on General
Balance at Commercial Bank of Aust.
Ltd., on 1/9/1946 .......cccoovvvrvvnnnne. £12 10 9
Add Receipts—
Members Subscriptions £622 8 6

Hire of Halls............. 472 10 0
Deposits on  Library

BookS .....coovveeiien 42 15 0
Proceeds of—

Lectures .....ccccoveveenn. 63 10 2

Socials.......cocoeevenen. 979 9 6

Sale of Buttons . .. 9 0

1946 Bazaar............ 9% 17 6

1947 Bazaar............ 462 15 6
Sale of Almanacs . .. 012 0
Special Donations .. .. 51 0 0
Sale of Piano............. 30 0 0
Sale of Goldhar Books 10 10 6
People’s University . .. 24 2 3
Refund of Deposit . .. 5 00
Telephone Refunds .. 513 9

£2,888 16 5



Library “Kadim ah”

Account for the Year ended 31st August, 1947.

Deduct Payments—

Salaries......ccccceeeeveienn. £737 0 0
Electric Light and Gas 62 4
Secretarial and Ad-

—

ministrative Expenses 105 10 9
Hall Maintenance . .. 174 3 6
Expenditure on—

Social Functions . .. 419 8 !

ljectures........ccevuen. 24 0 0

1947 Bazaar.............. 7 7 6
Deposit.......cccoceevreennn. 5 0 0
Advertising........c.c........ 9% 5 0
Affiliation Pees — Ad-

visory Board............ 15 0 0
'‘Kadimah” Buttons .. 12 0 0
Books for Library .... 119 4 11
Newspapers for Read-

ing Room................... 48 14 5
Insurance ... 36 1 3
Rates and Taxes .. .. 73 11 1
Interest.........cccevvveens 69 16 2
Bookbinding (for

Library ... 9 0 O
Refunds of Deposits on

ljibrary Books .. .. 5 5 0
Telephone..................... 28 12 10
Collector’s Commission 62 4 11
People’s LTniversity . .. 25 4 0
Annual Meeting Ex-

penses (1946) .. .. 2515 O
35th Anniversary Ban-

gquet Expenses .. .. 49 2 0

2,210 10 6
Balance at Commercial Bank of Aust.
1 Ltd., on 31/8/1947 ....cccoovvvvvvvrnnn. £678 5 11
M. SILMAN, Treasurer. Y. BIRSZTEIN, Secretary®

Audited and found correct.

L. STONE, A.F.l.A., Public Accountant and
Auditor, 17/10/1947.
1 Spring Road,
Caulfield, S.E.8.



Jewish National

Statement of Assets and Liabilities

Liabilities.
Mortgages—
State Savings Bank of Victoria . .. £1,800 0 0
Presbyterian Church...................... 770 0 O
Deposits on Library Books—
Balance, 1/9/46 .... £135 3 6
Additions................. 42 15 0
£177 18 6
Less Refunds........... 550
———————————————— 172 13 6
Provision for Sundry Creditors ... 30 00
Amounts Held in Trust—
Exiled Jewish Authors.................. 137 6
Mani Leib Fund..........ccccoeeveennn. 6 8 0
£2792 9 0
Surplus of Assets over Liabilities .. 7,290 11 5
Assets.
Freehold Land and Buildings—
£10,083 0 5
830/840 Lygon St. . £4,349 12 5
834 Lygon St........... 550 0 0
832 Lygon St........... 1,100 0 0
---------------- £5999 12 5

Furniture and Pittings—
Balance, 1/9/1946 .. £438 17

0
................. 30 0 0
£408 17 0

8

Less Depreciation .. 40 17

367 19 4



Library ,Kadimah”

as at 31st August, 1947.

Yiddish Typewriter—

Balance, 1/9/1946 . £2 12 5
Less Depreciation . 010 6
—— 2 111
Stock of Almanacs (at valuation) . 20 0 0
Library Books—
Balance, 1/9/1946 .. £753 3 4
Additions................. 119 4 11
£872 8 3
Less Depreciation .. 87 4 10
E—— 785 3 5
Shares in Brown'’s Ltd. (face value) 25 0 0
Commonwealth Treasury Bond .. 500 0 O
Cash at Commercial Bank of Aust.
Ltd.—
General Account . £678 5 11
Building Account . 1,704 17 5
— 2383 3 4
£10,083 0 5
M. SILMAN, Treasurer. Y. BIRSZTETN, Secretary.

Audited and found correct.

Li. STONE, A.F.l.A., Public Accountant and

Auditor, 17/10/1947.



Jewish National

Statement of Receipts and Payments on Account
of Building Extension Fund for the Year Ended 31st
August, 1947.

Balance at the Commercial Bank of
Australia Ltd., on 1st September,
1946 oo £279 8 O

Add Receipts—

Gross Rents .. . ., .. £71 10 0
Donations to Building
Extension Fund .. 1,412 15 0

Interest Commo n-
wealth War Loan . 10 7 9

................... 1,494 12 9

£1,774 0 9

Deduct Payments—'...
Rates and Taxes—

M.M.B.W................. £4 n 10
City of Melbourne 580
Insurance .................. 018 2

Interest .. oo 36 11 8



Library “Kadimah”

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS ON
BUILDING EXTENTION FUND AUGUST, 1947.

Agent’s  Commission

on Rents............... 31 4
Repairs to 832 Lygoii
St. Property .... 18 2 4

69 3 4

Palanee at the Commercial Bank of
Australia Ltd., on 31st August, 1947 £1,704 17 5

31. SILMAN, Treasurer. Y. BIRSZTEIN, Secretary.
Audited and found correct.

k. STONE, A.E.ILA., Public Accountant and
Auditor, 17/10/1947.

T/ie President and Members,
JEWISH NATIONAL LIBRARY “KADIMAH”"
Gentlemen,

1 have pleasure in submitting herewith Financial Statements
of'your organisation for the year ended 31st August, 1947.

In accordance with previous practice, depreciation has been
allowed at 10 per centum on furniture and library books, and
at 20 per centum on the typewriter. The shares in Brown’s
Ltd. have been again brought into account at face value, and
the " Almanacs” at valuation.

The Secretary’s certificates have been accepted for items
of expenditure for which no receipts are available.

Subject to the above remarks, | have to report that the
Statements, as signed by me, represent, in my opinion, true and
correct summaries of the financial transactions of the Company
for the year ended 31st August, 1947, and of the Assets and
Liabilities of the Company as at that date, to the best of my
belief, and according to the books of the Company and the
explanations and vouchers furnished to me.

Yours faithfully,
LIONEL STONE, A.F.I.A., Auditor.
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JEWISH NATIONAL LIBRARY “KADIMAH”

840 Lygon Street,
North Carlton, N.4.
23rd November. 1047.

Dear Sir or Madam,

I have the honour, by direction of the President, Mr. A. Pearl
to request your attendance at the 36th ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING of the above Society, to be held on SUNDAY,
NOVEMBER 30th., at 7.15 p.m. sharp, at the Kadimah Hall,

above address.

Yours faithfully,
Y. BIRSZTEIN.
Secretary.

BUSINESS

1. Confirmation of Minutes of previous Annual
Meeting.

2. Reception and Adoption of Annual Report and
Balance Sheet.

3. Nomination and Election of President. Vice-Presi-
dents, Hon. Treasurer, Hon. Secretary, Com-
mittee and Hon. Auditors.

4. Any other Business that may occur.
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