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Thirty Eight Annual Report
November, 1949. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
We have much pleasure in submiting to you the 

38th Annual Report of the Kadimah.
Two important factors in Jewish life greatly in

fluenced our social and cultural activities during the 
past year.

Israel—The feverish struggle of the people in 
Israel for the consolidation of the new state, the mass 
immigration of many thousands of Jews to settle in 
their Jewish homeland, and the arrival of a consider
able number of Jewish people in Melbourne, many of 
whom are gradually beginning to take an active inte
rest in all aspects of our life here.

It is therefore understandable that a large number 
of the activities engaged in by the Kadimah and other 
organisations should have been based on the up
building and problems of Israel. At the same time it 
could be seen that a large proportion of those who 
visited the Kadimah, were the newly-arrived Jews. 
This fact h,ad a marked effect on many Jewish orga
nisations which had up till then carried out many 
of their activities in the English language and these 
organisations found that to draw a large following 
it was necessary' to hold their functions at the Kadi
mah in Yiddish. This fact alone shows that the new 
arrivals has already had an effect on the character of 
our lives here.

In the past year a revival has taken place in the 
Kadimah, from the point of view of mid-week func
tions where all rooms of the building were occupied 
by meetings ,and other gatherings.

' Since the transferring of the library to the ad
joining house, the number of visitors has increased 
greatly. The library is now in two bright and spacious 
rooms, and there is a separate reading*room, large 
and comfortably furnished where one can relax to 
read ,a newspaper or journal.

With the increase of the number of visitors to 
thb Kadimah, the Kadimah membership and readers 
of Yiddish literature has grown simultaneously. It 
should be noted that a large percentage of the new 
immigrants are ardent readers of good literature.

All this shows that the Kadimah is close to the 
hearts of the newly-arrived Jews. They know that
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here is the centre of Jewish life in Melbohrne and it 
can be foreseen, that in the very near future, the 
active aggregate strength in the Kadimah will ,be 
the new immigrant.

Your management, as in previous years, has 
endeavoured to make our functions reflect Jewish and 
general life in Australia, in addition to overseas topics 
and dedicating as well a considerable number of lec
tures to the problems of Jewish literature. Tgking 
into account our limited strength on many fields of 
our activities (e.g. the lack of cultural workers, lec
turers etc.) our year’s work can be regarded as an 
accomplishment.

With reference to other branches of Kadimah 
activities we should mention the formation of the 
Kadimah People’s Choir. The Choir is still very young 
nevertheless it h,as already a large membership who 
regularly attend weekly rehearsals.

A new enterprise this year was the “Press-Ring” 
campaign for the benefit of the library. Thanks to 
the above campaign it was possible to enrich our 
library, within a short time, of approximately 300 
books.

Steps have been taken this year to ensure that 
the Kadimah and Kadimah Youth Organisation, whose 
activities have lately grown to a large extent, should 
work with greater co-operation. Your management 
helped them morally and materially and gave them 
all opportunities to develop. It should be stressed that 
a considerable number of K.Y.O. members are newly- 
arrived youth, who feel themselves at home in the 
Kadimah and are very active in the organisation. The 
K.Y.O. has lately inaugurated classes in the. Yiddish 
language and in Jewish history. We hope that this will 
give them an impetus to their future activities.

On taking stock of our work, the general role 
played by the Kadimah in our community, its aims 
and objects, we can say that the influence and 
strength of the Kadimah is growing steadily, stimulat
ing the Jewish community in Melbourne to work and 
fight for its existence.

CONCLUSION
We hope. Ladies hnd Gentlemen, that the task 

performed by us as set out in the report meets with 
your approval. We also hope that you will do all in 
your power to make the future work of the Kadimah 
successful, so that we may proudly, take our place 
amongst other Jewish communities of the World.
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SECRETARIAT & ADMINISTRATION
The Secretary of the J.N.L. Kadimah is Mr. Yosel 

Birsztein; Libarian Mr. D. Nisenbaum, Collector Mr.
G. Cohen (Died 12/9/49); Caretaker Mr. W. Books. 
Your management expresses complete satisfaction

with the work of all its employees.

COMMITTEE AND SUB-COMMITTEES
The (ast (37) Annual Meeting was held on Sun

day, November 28, 1948. Chairman was Mr. J. Rymer.
At this meeting Mr. J. Rymer was elected as 

president of the “Kadimah” for the year 1948-49.
The executive consisted of Messr. J. Rymer, A. 

Pearl, J. Pushett, A. Nirens, S. Goldstein (Resigned) 
and Ch. Dicky.

ATTENDANCE OF COMMITTEE MEETING
From 28/11/48 till 27/11/49 11 meetings were 

held at which the attendance of members was as fol
lowing: Mr. J. Rymer—11 meetings; Messrs. Ch. Dicky
H. Brown, S. Kurop, Ch. Rozenbes—10; A. Pearl, M. 
Bloch, A. Braizblatt, J. Semel, I. Rothm^an—9; S. 
Factor—8; J. Pushett, A. Nirens—7; A. Mushin, N. 
Kosky—6; J. Giligich, M. Shechter—5; J. Cebon—2.

Note:—Owing to the fact that many committee 
meetings coincided with meetings of the Victorian 
Jewish Board of Deputies and the Council of the 
Mount Scopus Day School, our respective delegates 
Messrs. J. Pushett, A. Pearl, A. Mushin and M. Bloch 
were absent from many committee meetings, as it was 
deemed necessary that they should gttend the meet
ings of the above mentioned institutions.

At the first meeting of the committee the follow
ing sub-committees were appointed:

CULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE
Mr. J. Rymer—Chairman, Messrs. M. Bloch, A. 

Braizblat, H. Brown, S. Factor, A. Mushin, A. Pearl,
H. Rosenbes, J. Semel, J. Giligich.

FINANCE AND HOUSE SUB-COMMITTEE
Messrs. Ch. Dicky, A. Nirens, S. Kurop, J. Pushett

I. Rothman, M. Shechter.

LIBRARY SUB-COMMITTEE
Messrs. M. Shechter, H. Brown, J. Semel, co-opted 

—^J. Kessler and M. Rosenblum.
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DELEGATES
Victorian Jewish Board of Deputies: Messrs. A. 

Mushin, A. Pearl, Dr. M. Bloch (deputy Delegate).
Council of the Mount Scopus Day School—Mr. 

J. Pushett.
Kadimah Youth Organisation: Messrs. B. Bloch, 

S. Kurop, A. Mushin.
David Herman Dramatic Group: — Messrs. A. 

Nirens,^ S. Factor.
NUMBER OF MEETINGS OF SUB-COMMITTEES

The Executive — 4; Cultural sub-com. — 14; 
Finance and House sub-com.—5; Library sub-com. 5.
ACTIVITIES OF THE KADIMAH IN THE PRESS

Activities of the Kadimah are published weekly 
in “The Australian Jewish News”; “The Jewish Post”, 
“The Jewish Hehald.” Now and again notes ,about 
the Kadimah and its activities are being published 
in magazines and periodicals in Australia and overseas.

MEMBERSHIP FLUCTUATION
Last years’ membership’s list contained 994 

names; 69 non-financial members were eliminated 
from the presen list, 20 members have left Australia 
for Israel and 5 members died during this year. 154 
new members were enrolled. Our membership as at 
present consists of T054 financial members.

LIBRARY AND READING ROOM
The functioning hours of the Library and Read

ing room are from 7.30 p.m. to 10 p.m. every night 
except on Fridays, Saturdays and on all Jewish Holy- 
days. Plans are now being prepared for extending the 
functioning hours of the library. The “press-Chain” 
campaigne in aid of the library conducted this year 
has met with great success enabling the committee 
to enlarge the library with several hundred new 
books.

The Kadimah subscribes to magazines and news
papers from the following countries: U.S.A., Israel, 
Canada, Mexico, Argentine, England, South Africa, 
Poland and Prance.

Our library stocks are as follows: 2.700 Yiddish 
volumes; 1,800 English, and 401 Hebrew books. Total 
4,908 books.

During the above period the number of regular 
readers of books has increased to 742 readers.

During the same period the reading room, was
1 visited by 4,970 persons, and average of 20 visitors 

to a night.
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NEW LIBRARY ROOMS
Many important improvements have been made 

this year in the Kadimah. The library has been shifted 
from its former place to the cottage next to the main 
hall, which has been converted into comfortable 
reading and library rooms, including a special room 
for the “Yivo” archive. Two more rooms were con
verted into school-rooms where Yiddish and English 
classes are being held. The former library room has 
been converted into a club-room where members 
assemble each night to play chess and other games. 
Tea and other soft drinks are being served there. 
Appreciation is expressed to Mr. M. Shechter who 
has continuously devoted his time towards the im
plementation of the above improvements.

ANNUAL KADIMAH BAZAAR
The last Annual Bazaar met with considerable 

financial success. The net proceeds amounting to
The full amount of the income from the Bazaar 

£525/5/-.
has not been included in the present balance sheets 
as the Bazaar w;as held after the closing of the Ka
dimah accounts ending on the 31/8/49.

The main organisers of this years Kadimah Ba
zaar were Messrs. Ch. Dicky and S. Kurop.

Your management desires to express its appre
ciation to the following persons for their work and 
devotion towards the success of the Bazaar. Messrs. 
J. Baron, J. Singer, S. Brilliant, S. Gold, S. Burstin, 
R. Rothberg. Thanks is being extended to all donors,, 
friends and members for the assistance given on the 
day of the Bazaar.

BUILDING FUND
In our last report it was mentioned that plans 

were being prepared for the improvement of the 
Kadimah premises. Part of these plans have been 
achieved (for details see par. New Library Rooms). 
This year no campaigns have been launched in aid 
of the Building Fund.

KADIMAH PEOPLE’S CHOIR
A People’s Choir of both sexes has been org^anised 

by the committee this year. The musical director of 
the choir is Mr. H. Weiner. The Choir holds its re
gular rehearsal every Thursday evening* at the upper 
hall of the Kadimah.
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KADIMAH YOUTH ORGANISATION
A close contact has been established this year 

between the Kadimah Committee and the Committee 
of the K.Y.O. This close collaboration has been 
achieved thanks to the energetic work of our delegates 
to the K.Y.O. Messrs. M. Bloch, S. Kurop and A. Mu
shin. At a meeting held at the beginning of the year 
at which both committees were present, future plans 
were discussed and a decision passed that the Ka
dimah subsidises the K.Y.O. to the amount of £100 
to enable them to engage a part-time paid secretary. 
With the implementation of the above resolution the 
work of the K.Y.O. has grown to a large extend as 
can be seen from tables 4-5 in this report. At present 
the K.Y.O. is arranging classes for the teaching of 
the Yiddish language and Jewish History.

VIC= JEWISH BOARD OF DEPUTIES
Our delegates to the V.J.B.D. were Messrs. A. 

Mushin, A. Pearl with M. Bloch, as deputy delegate. 
The above named representatives have attended the 
regular meetings of the Board and kept us informed 
of the activities of the V.J.B.D.

“MOUNT SCOPUS” SCHOOL
In accordance with the decision of the last gene

ral meeting your management joined the membership 
of the Mount Scopus School. Our representative, Mr.
J. Pushett attended the regular meetings of the school 
and kept us informed of the activities of the Mount 
Scopus School.

THANKS
We acknowledge most sincere thanks to the fol

lowing: Mr. J. Okno, LL.B. (Hon. Solicitor), Mr. L. 
Stone, (Hon. Auditor), and to the editors and pub
lishers of “The Australian Jewish News,” “The Jewish 
Post,” and “The Australian Jewish Herald” for the 
publicity they have given to the Kadimah.

REPORT OF K.Y.O. WORK FOR 1949
One of the most satisfying aspects of our work 

this year has been the very active and close co-opera
tion of our organisation with the Kadim,ah. This has 
been borne out by the very great interest which the 
Kadimah Committee has taken in the affairs of the
K. Y.O. and the great help which they have been to us.

The work of the organisation has enlarged to 
such an extent that it w;as found necessary to engage 
a paid secretary to cope with the work. Here again 
the Kadimah has proved itself a friend of the K.Y.O.



Group Activities:—
To enable our members to take part in the work 

and recreation which particularly interests them, the 
K.Y.O. has been organised into groups as follows.
Dramatic Croup:—

Throughout the year, this group has held regular 
weekly meetings where classes on stagecraft, voice 
production, hiime, and all aspects of theatrical work 
have been held. The group presented two plays for 
the Jewish Competitions in April, and is at present 
working hard on plays in both Yiddish and English.
Music Group:—

This is a very popular group with a large follow
ing, which has arranged a series of Musical Evening 
throughout the „year.

The success of these evenings has been outstand
ing not only from the point of view of large attend
ances, but because we feel that we h,ave played our 
small part in helping our members to appreciate and 
understand the best music, not only of the past, but 
of the great contemporary composers and their works.
Sports Group:—

Aranges regular Sunday afternoon functions. 
Volleyball, Table Tennis, Draughts, Chess etc. 'We 
have 2 teams in the Victorian Basketball Association 
and our first were narrowly defeated in the semi-final 
of this year’s games.
Social Group:—

Organised balls, picnics, ddnces, parties, etc, 
throughout the year.
Publicity Group:—

Publishes our Bulletin “Opinion.”
KADIMAH YOUNGER GROUP

This group, now in its 3rd year, has approxim
ately 60 regular comers to Saturday afternoon func
tions arranged by the K.Y.G. Committee for these 
afternoons, consist of guest speakers on topical sub
jects, tall^ by members within the group, debates, 
discussions, followed by community singing', folk
dancing, ballroom dancing, sports, games, etc. This 
group besides having its own committee to arrange 
functions for the group has its own Music Group, 
Sports Group, Social Committee, so that all members 
of the K.Y.G. are active in some sphere of work. The 
Secretary of this Group is Miss Adeerah Mushin.

10.



Cultural Work of the K.Y.G.:—
In conjunction with the Melbourne Jewish Youth 

Council, we arranged (U very successful Warsaw 
Ghetto Memorial Evening.

A series of lectures was held ‘History of the Jews’ 
from Antiquity to the Present Day.

We are now in the process of arranging series of 
Yiddish Classes. New arrivals are catered for by hold
ing functions in Yiddish, e.g. “Night of Yiddish Hu
mor,’’ “Night of Yiddish Songs,” etc.

SECRETARIAT
Mr. Yosel Birsztein, Secretary of the J.N.L. 

Kadimah, is a young poet who has won considerable 
praise in literary circles. His ,activities as Secretary 
during recent years, have been both capable and 
energetic. At the close of this year Mr. Birszstein will 
be leaving for Israel. We wish him a bon voyage and 
may his new life there be crowned with success.

GENERAL
To celebrate the 60th birthday of Mr. M. Shechter 

which coincided with 25 years of his activities in the 
Kadimah, the Committee in conjunction with the 
David Herman Theatre Group arranged an evening 
in his honour at which he was presented with a 
Kadimah gold emblem.

* * * *
In accordance with the actions of previous years, 

the Kadimah has granted the Hall, for several Sun
days evenings, to various Jewish bodies. Your ma
nagement is satisfied with this action as it gives an 
opportunity to other Jewish organisations to arrange 
major functions at the Kadimah thus concentr^ating 
a larger part of Jewish activities around the Kadimah.

* * *
The J. L. Peretz Yiddish School regularly holds 

its classes at the Kadimah.
* * * *

The “Friends of the Yiddish Scientific Institute 
‘Yivo,’ ” “The Jewish Writers Union in Melbourne,” 
“The Farlag Friends of Jewish Literature,” “The 
Central Jewish Cultural Organisation of Australia and 
the “Poale Zion” all have their offices at the Kadimah 
and use Kadimah premises for their meetings.
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English classes for new immigrants are being- 
held at the Kadimah on Mondays and Tuesdays free of 
charge.

■55- * . * *

The Committee wishes to thank Mrs. I. Ripps 
for the valuable books in Yiddish and in English do
nated to the Kadimah Library in the name of her 
late husband Mr. I. Ripps.

Thanks is being expressed to Mr. J. Rymer for 
donating Flourescent lights to the new reading-room 
and to Mr. M. Shechter who painted the “Yivo”-rooni 
free of charge.

w * =X= *

In appreciation of the many successful lectures 
Dr. A. Surowich has held at the Kadimah during 
his stay in Melbourne, he was presented by the 
Kadimah with a gold Kadimah emblem.

-K- * *

After many endeavours the Committee has suc
ceeded in obtaining from the U.S.A, a Yiddish sound 
film “Maniele,” (little Mother). Inquiries are being- 
made as to the importation of many more Yiddish 
films.

OBITUARY

It is with deep regret that we record the 
loss of the following members: A. Smorgon, M. 
Boncheck, I. Akerman, I. Havin, A. Boltin and 
J. Friedman. Letters of condolence have been 
sent out to relatives of the deceased.



KADIMAH FUNCTIONS
(from 28th November 1948 to 13th November 1949) 
(Table 1).
1. 20/11/48
2. 30/11/48

3. 12/ 3/49

4. ' 20/ 3/49

5. 27/ 3/49

6. 3/ 4/49

7. 12/ 4/49

8. 23/ 4/49

9. 24/ 4/49

37th Annual General Meeting. 
“Body and Soul,” lecture by Dr. A. 
Surowich.
(Summer recess until 12/3/49) 
“Annual Purim Concert.” Partici
pants: President J. Rymer (Inaugural 
address), Artistic programme: Sarah 
Ginter, Rachel Holcer, Miriam Roch- 
lin, A. Braizblat, N. Ginter, J. Grin- 
haus, R. Swiatlo, M. Wisnia. “The 
Melbourne Purim Megilah”; J. Gili- 
gich, I. Hurwitz, A. Shulman, J. Sher. 
“M. Boreisho & Z. Segalowich Memo
rial Evening.” Participants: H. Berg- 
ner, H. Gurt, J. Giligich, J. Waks and 
A. Zikert.
“Hertz Bergner Evening,” in honour 
of his book which was awarded the 
golden medal of Australian literature. 
H. Gurt, J. Giligich, H. Muntz, V. P,ai
mer and J. Waten. Recitations Rachel 
Holcer. Chairman M. Ladski. This 
evening was arranged in conjunction 
with the Jewish Writers Union in 
Melbourne.
“Impressions on Soviet Russia and 
European Countries,” Lecture by Mr. 
J. Rogers.
“The Atlantic Pact,” Speakers H. 
Brown, J. Rymer, J. Semel.
“J. L. Peretz Concert.” Participants: 
Mr. H. Muntz (Appreciation). Artistic 
part: M. Potashinski, H. Lenzer and 
L. Shalitt.
“In memoriam” (6th anniversary of 
the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising). Ar
ranged in conjuction with the V.J.B.D. 
at the Kadimah and at the “Samuel 
Meyers’ Hall.” Participants at the 
Kadim^ah: I. Sher, Rabbi Halpern, J. 
Giligich, M. Ashkanasy, K.C., W. Sla
ter M.L.A., I. Zuker, Miss M. Rochlin, 
J. Grinhaus, L. Shalitt and Mr. Kalb. 
Participants in S.M. Hall: M. Ashka-
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10. 30/ 4/49

11. 8/ 5/49

12. 15/ 5/49

13. 29/ 5/49

14. 26/ 6/49

15. 3/ 7/49

16.- 9/ 7/49

17. 10/ 7/49

18. 24/ 7/49

19. 2/ 8/49

20. 13/ 8/49

21. 14/ 8/49

22. 20/ 8/49

nasy, K.C., Rabbi Halpern, N. Roth- 
field, S. Factor, A. Zikert, Rachel 
Holcer, Miriam Rochlin and Rev. 
Kowadlo.
“Lady Lawyer.” Theatrical perform
ance. Produced by Rachel Holcer, 
performed by members of the Kadi- 
mah—David Herman dramatic Group. 
“The Attitude to Immigration to Is
rael and other Countries.” Speakers:
J. Honig, L. Fink, J. Rappoport, Chair
man—Mr. J. Rymer.
“One Year Jewish Nationhood.” Cele
bration. Participants: A. Pearl, J. 
Rymer, J. Solvey, Senta Born, Rachel 
Holcer, Miriam Rochlin, J. Grinhaus,
K. Bloch and Mr. Kohn.
“The Attitude to Jews in various 
European Countries.” Lecture by Col. 
A. W. Sheppard. Chairman—Mr. A. 
Mushin.
“Jewish Life in Israel and in Europe” 
Lecture by Dr. A. Patkin. Chairman— 
Mr. J. Rymer.
‘Kadimah Quiz.’ Conducted by Messrs 
J. Giligich and Yasha Sher, 
“Concert” Participants: M. Potashin
ski, A. Braizblat, N. Ginter, S. Ginter, 
and R. Swiatlo.
“Aqhievements in Modern Medicine.” 
Lecturer Dr. M. Bloch. Chairman Mr.
A. Pearl.
“Yehiel Lerer Evening.” Arranged on 
the initiative of the Zelichover Socie
ty in Melbourne. Participants: Messrs
B. Rosen, J. Rapoport and J. Sher. 
Chairman—Mr. J. Giligich.
“A Stuchinski farewell evening” to his 
departure from Australia.
Evening in Honour of Mr. M. Shech- 
ter to his 60th birthday coinciding 
with 25 years of his activities in 
the Kadimah.
“The Latest Works of J. I. Singer.” 
Lecture by Mr. J. Giligich. Chairman 
Mr. A. Braizblat.
“Yiddle With His Fiddle” Yiddish 
Sound film.
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23.
24.
25.

3/
4/

18/

9/49
9/49
9/49

26.
27.
28.
29.

9/49
9/49
9/49

26/
27/
28/
9/10/49

30.
31.

16/10/49
22/10/49

32. 23/10/49

33.
34.
35.

26/10/49
29/10/49
30/10/49

5/11/49
27/11/49

“Members Entertainment Evening.” 
“Annu^al Kadimah Bazaar.”
“Peretz Hirsbein Evening.” Partici
pants: Messrs. J. Giligich, S. Brilliant, 
J. Sher, I. Sher and S. Wynn. Chair
man—Mr. A. Pearl.
“Mamele” Yiddish Sound Film. 
“Mamele” 2nd screening.
“Mamele” 3rd screening.
“What is Being Done and What 
Should be Done to Combat Anti-Se
mitism in Australia.” Arranged in 
conjunction with the Jewish Council. 
Participants: Messrs. H. Brown, S. 
Factor, A. Pearl and N. Rothfield. 
Chairman—Mr. A. Mushin.
“Mamele” 4th screening.
“Yosel Birsztein Evening” in honour 
of his book of poems “Under Alien 
Skies” and to his departure to Israel” 
Literary programme: Messrs. J. Gili
gich, H. Gurt, J. Rapoport. Artists:— 
Rachel Holcer, A. Braizblat. Other 
speaker: A. Pearl, H. Bergner, J. 
Rymer—Ch,airnian.
“The Problem of the Jewish D.P.’s” 
Speaker Mr. J. Shperling. Chairman 
H. Brown.
“Mamele 5th screening. 
“Mamele” 6th Screening.
“Hanah Senesh” the Legend 
age. Lecture by J. Rapoport, 
man J. Rymer.
“Mamele” 7th Screening. 
38th Annual General Meeting.

36.
37.
Total attendance at the above functions was

of an 
Chair-

12,890.

FUNCTIONS ARRANGED BY OTHER 
ORGANISATION AT THE KADIMAH 

(Theatre Performances, Concerts apd, Films) 
(Table 2).
1. 4/12/49

2. ' 5/12/48

3. 7/12/48
4". 8/12/48

“Concert.” “Jewish Men’s Choir in 
Melbourne.”
“Children’s Concert” ' JJ L. Peretz 
School.
“Concert”—J Grinhaus. ■
“Musical Concert” D.-Ziserman.
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Tot^l attendance at the above functions was 8,3'

5. 11712/48 “Lady Lawyer” Kadimah—David Her- 
ni,an Dramatic Group.

6. 19/12/48 “Children’s Concert” H. M. Bialik 
School.
shinski.

7. 26/ 2/49 “Concert” Mila Waislitz, M. Pota
shinski.

8. 5/ 3/49
9. 19/ 3/49

10. 30/ 3/49
11. 16/ 4/49
12. 18/ 4/49

“Concert”—J. Grinhaus.
“Concert” Mila Waislitz and M. Po- 
‘‘Entertainment Concert’’—J.N.F.
“Recital Concert”—J. Grinhaus. 
“Children’s Concert” — J. L. Peretz 
School.

13. 7/ 5/49 “Musical Concert”—^Mrs. R. Sacks 
and Mr. R. Swiatlo.

14. 21/ 5/49 “Israel Celebration Concert”—Pojale 
Zion.

15. 28/ 5/49
16. 4/ 6/49

“Concert Recital”—Miss R. Zomina. 
“God, Man and Devil.” Theatrical 
performance, Kadimah—David Her
man Theatre Group.

17. 18/ 6/49 “God, Man and Devil,” 2nd perform
ance.

18. 2/ 7/49 “God, Man and Devil” 3rd perform
ance.

19. 23/ 7/49 “God, Man and Devil” 4th perform
ance.

20. 30/ 7/49 “The Kishufmacherin.” Theatrical 
performance. Produced by A. Braiz- 
blat. Performed by Kadimah—David 
Herman Theatre Group.

21. 6/ 8/49 “The Matchmaker.” One act plp-y. 
Mizrachi Youth Organisation.

22. 21/ 8/49 “Ballet.” Victorian Jewish Competi
tion Society.

23. 17/ 9/49
24. 16/11/49
25. 26/11/49

“Concert Recital”—^J. Grinhaus.
“Puppet Show.”
“Grine Felder” produced by M. Shech- 
ter, performed by Dadimah—David 
Herman Theatre Group.

FUNCTIONS ARRANGED BY OTHER 
ORGANISATIONS AT THE KADIMAH 

(Lectures, Meetings, and other Social Functions)
(Table 3).
1. 5/12/48 “Histadrut Week”—Friends of His- 

tadrut.
IG.



2. 6/12/48

3. 12/12/48
4. 6/ 2/49
5. 20/ 2/49

6. 27/ 2/49

7. 28/ 2/49

8. 6/ 3/49

9. 13/ 3/49

10. 6/ 4/49

11. 10/ 4/49

12. 9/ 4/49

13. 11/ 4/49

21. 31/, 5/49

14. 1/ 5/49

15. 1/. 5/49
16. 1/ '5/49
17. 4/ 5/49
18. 18/ 5/49
19. 18/ 5/49
20. 22/ 5/49

22.
23.

1/ 6/49
5/ 6/49

24. 5/ 6/49

25. 12/ 6/49

26. 15/ 6/49
27. 16/ 6/49

28. 19/ 6/49
29. 25/ 6/49

“Debate on Topical Subjects.” Youth 
Group of the Jewish Council. 
“Annual Baz^aar” WIZO.
“Annual Meeting” Revisionist Org. 
“General Meeting”—Friends of the 
Hebrew University.
“Anti-Semitism and Its Dangers” — 
Jewish Council.
“Annual General Meeting”, Austra
lian Welfare & Relief Society.
“The Goldene Kelt” The Literary 
Journal published in Israel. Simpo- 
sium—Poale Zion.
“Israel Appeal.” Guest Speaker Prof.

Z. Brodetsky, State Zionist CounciL 
“Israeli Problems”—Victorian Zionist 
Organisation.
“The ‘Yivo’ and its Activities”—MeL 
bourne ‘Yivo’ Branch.
“Entertainment Evening.” Chensto- 
chover Society.
“Buchenwald Concentration Camps” 
A group of youth released from the 
Buchenwald Camp. . ’
“1st May Celebration”—Progressive 
Centre.
“1st May Celebration” Bund Group. 
“1st May Celebration”—Hapoel. 
“Political Talks.”—Bund Group 
“Political Talks.”—Bund Group. 
“Israeli Problems”—^Vic. Zionist Oi^. 
“Israel Celebration” —; Revisionist 
Organisation.
“Topical Problems”—Melb. Jewish 
Youth Council.
“Political Talks.”—Bund Group. 
“Bazaar”—Council of National Jew
ish Women.
“Literary Evening”—Friends of the 
Histadrut.
“Election Meeting”—Australian Lab
our Party.
“Political Talks.”—Bund Group.
“Topical Problems.” — Democratic 
Youth Council. ,
“Israeli News”—Viet. Zionist Org. 
“Dance”—Ladies’ Group of the Relief 
and Welfare Society.
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51.
52.
53.

30.
31.

32.

29/ 6/49
7/ 7/49

12/ 7/49

33. 13/ 7/49
34. 16/ 7/49
35. 17/.'7/49

36. 2'6/ 7/49

37. 27/ 7/49
38. 31/ 7/49

39. 7/ 8/49
41. .28/ 8/49

42. 7/ 8/49
43. 7/ 9/49
44. 11/ 9/49
45. 11/ 9/49

46. 18/ 9/49
47. 18/ 9/49

48. 20/ 9/49
49. 21/ 9/49
50. 25/ 9/49

~ . -) “Political Talks'”—^Bund Group.
I “Reception for Youth Emissaries from 

Israel”—^Habonim.
I “Farewell Evening in honour of A. 

Lederberger”—State Zionist Youth 
Council.

I “Political Talks”—Bund Group.
“Oneg Shabbath”—Revisionist Org.
“Bialik Herzl Evening.”—State Zion
ist Council.
“Lecture by Rabbi Faigenbaum.” — 
Mizrachi.
“Political Talks.”—Bund Group. 
“Health Amongst the Jewish People” 
OZE Society.
“Meeting.”—WIZO Youth.
“Lamed Shapiro Evening”—Central 
Jewish Cultural Organisation.
“Political Talks”—Bund Group.
“Meeting”—^Lomzer Society.
“Israeli Problems”—Viet. Zionist Org. 
“General Meeting”—Friends of the 
Histadrut.
“Bazaar”—WIZO.
“General Meeting”—United Carlton 
Hebrew Congregation.
“Entertainment Evening”—^J.N.F.
“Political Talks”—Bund Group. 
“Nations During The War”—‘Yivo.’ 

24/25/9/49 Rosh Hashonah Minyan—Mizrachi 
3/10/49 " 
4/10/49

Yom Kipur Min van—Mizrachi. 
“Memorial Evening”.—Tchenstocho- 
ver Society.

54. 4/10/49 “Meeting”—^Melbourne Jewish Youth
Council.

55.
56.
57.
58.

5/10/49 “Political Tplks”—Bund Group.
23/10/49 “Bazaar”—Bialik School.
6/11/49 “Bazaar.”—^J. L. Peretz School.
6/11/49 “November Celebration.” Progressive 

Centre.

20/11/49

59. 12/11/49 “Public Meeting.” — State Zionist 
Council.

60. 17/11/49 “Election Meeting — Progressive 
Centre.”
‘Bazaar”—WIZO.61.

Total attendance at the above functions was 10,920

IS.



(Table 4).
KADIMAH YOUTH ORGANISATION FUNCTIONS

1. 27/ 2/48 “Annual Conference.”
2. 1/ 3/49 “Australian Jewish Culture” Cottage 

lecture.
3. 9/ 3/49 “Ice Skating Evening.”
4. ,11/ 3/49 “Israel The Solution To The Jewish 

Problem.”—Debate.
5. 13/ 3/49 “Musical Evening.”
6. 27/ 3/49 “Ball.”

■ 7. 8/ 4/49 “A Night of Jewish Songs” with Mr. 
B. Rosenberg.

8. 9/ 4/49 Play “Renegade” for Jewish Compe
tition.

9. 10/ 4/49 Play “Trifles” for Jewish Competition.
10. 12/ 4/49 “Dance.”
31. 25/ 4/49 “Warsaw Ghetto Memorial Evening.”
12. 26/ 4/49 “Battleship Potemkin.”—Film.
13. 6/ 5/49 “Jews In Antiquity.”—Lecture by J. 

Waten.
14. 11/ 5/49 “What Every Actor Should Know.”— 

Lecture by E. Rathgaber.
15. 13/ 5/49 “Jews in the Middle Ages.”—Lecture 

by J. Waten.
16. 20/ 5/49 “Att,acks on Civil Liberties and their 

Significance for Jews.” Speakers:— 
Rev. Hartly, Brian Fitzpatrick, and 
J. Waten.

17. 24/ 5/49 “Film and Reality”—Film.
18. 3/ 6/49 “Sholom Aleichem”—Lecture by J. 

Giligich.
19. 7/ 6/49 “Dance.”
20. 22/ 6/49 “The Italian Straw Hat.”—Film.
21. 24/ 6/49 “Truth About the Canberra Delega- 

gation.”—Talk by 2 of the delegjates. 
“Jews in the Modern Era.”—Lecture 
J. Waten.

22. 1/ 7/49

23. 10/ 7/49 “Musical Evening.”
24. 24/ 7/49 “War and National Minorities.”— 

Debate.
25. 31/ 7/49 “Night of Yiddish Humour.”
26. 4/ 8/49 “Alexander Nevsky.”—Film.
27. 1/ 8/49 “Folk songs of America.”
28. 21/ 8/49 “Club afternoon (Tabel Tennis, Vol

leyball, Chess, etc.)
29. 28/ 8/49 “Club Afternoon.”—(Games).
30. 28/ 8/49 “Musical Evening.”



Total attendance at the above functions was 1,550.

31. 4/ 9/49 “Denazification of Germjany.” Speak
er Mr. M. Aneon.

32. 7/ 9/49 “Dance.”
33. 13/ 3/49 “Charpie Chaplin Films.”
34. 18/ 9/49 “Picnic to Springvale Hachsharah.”
35. 1/10/49 “A Night of Israel Films.”
36. 11/10/49 “Club Night.”
37? 21/10/49 “Youth Action for Peace Congress.”
38. 23/10/49 “Quiz Evening.”
40. 6/10/49 “Picnic.”
41. 13/11/49 “Concert of Live Artists.”
42. 19/11/49 “Ball.”
43. 20/11/49 “Film Evening.”
44. 27/11/49 “Sexual Problems of Youth.” Lecture 

by Dr. M. Bloch.
45. 29/11/49 Film “The Schoolteacher.”

KADiMAH YOUTH GROUP FUNCTIONS
(Table 5).
1. 19/ 3/49 “The Theatre”—Talk by Miss R. 

Green.
2. 26/ 3/49 “Anti-Semitism” — Talk by Dr. M. 

Mushin.
3. 14/ 5/49 “History of Jazz.” Comments by J. 

Trewaks.
4. 21/ 5/49 “Recordings from W.F.D.Y. in Prague 

Miss E. Estraich.
5. 25/ 6/49 “Delegation to Canberra,” Talk by 

Miss E. Estraich.
6. 23/ 7/49 “Views on Current Miners Strikes.”
7. 27/ 8/49 “Experiences in Israel” — Talk by 

Isaac Ernst.
(Outside Functions):

8. 11/ 3/49 “The Search.”—Picture Night.
9. 2/ ^/49 “Ferry Night.”

10. 11/ 6/49 “Dance.”
11. 2/ 7/49 Musical Evening.
12. 18/ 8/49 “Oklahoma” (Theatre night).
13. 18/ 9/49 “Taming of the Shrew” — Theatre

Night.
Total attendance at the above functions was 540.

Total .attendance at the 176 functions held at the 
Kadimah during the past year was 39,210
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The Jewish Watlonal Library ^^Kadimah^^
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ON GENERAL ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 

31/8/1949.
Balance at Bank on 1/9/1948 ..................... £1,055 3 2
RECEIPTS

Members’ Subscriptions . . . . £845 15 6
Hall Hire................................. 545 9 6
Library Book Deposits .... 48 15 0
Lectures & Socials...............  516 11 6
1948 Bazaar............................ 11 0 0
1949 Bazaar............................ 53 6 0
Library Fund.......................... 348 2 6
Weinberg Estate ................... 15 12 10
Library Books sold............... 42 2 9
Sundries ..................................... 14 13 7

----------------- £2,441 8 8

£3,496 11 10

PAYMENTS
Salaries and wages . . .. ..............................
Electricity and Gas.............. .......................
Secretarial Expenses...................................
Hall Expenses................................................
Advertising.....................................................
Library Deposits Refunded......................
Library Books Purchased...........................
Collectors’ Commission................................
Insurance ........................................................
Rates and Taxes...........................................
Interest ....................... ....................................
Kadimah Choir.............................................
Telephone.................... ....................................
Lectures and Socials ...................................
1948 Annual Meeting .............................
Reading Room, Newspapers......................
Bookbinding........... .........................................
Kadimah Youth Organisation................
Jewish Culture Conference......................
Vic. Board of Jewish Deputies...............
Mt. Scopus College . . . . ...........................
1948 Bazaar ....................................................
State Savings Bank, re mortgage.............
Library Fund Commission .........................
Presentations...................................................
Sundries...........................................................
Balance at Bank 31/8/1949 ......................

Audited and found correct.

£1,080 8 0
98 10 8

134 15 7
130 12 8
155 19 9

10 5 0
272 1 5

85 1 6
46 12 1
87 12 11
58 0 6

8 0 0
28 10 9

230 1 0
45 10 3
57 5 3
44 9 8

100 0 0
50 0 0
10 0 0
50 0 0
12 0 9

500 0 0
5 9 3

15 18 6
1 19 0

177 7 4
£3,319 4 6

£3,496 11 10

A. NIRENS, Treasurary.
Y, BIRSZTEIN, Secretary.

L. STONE, A.F.I.A.,
Public Accountant and Auditor.

13/10/1949.



The Jewish
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS & 

FUND

National Tihrary ’’liadiinaSi”
PAYMENTS ON ACCOUNT OF BUILDING EXTENTION 
FOR YEAR ENDED 31/8/1949

Balance at Bank OU 1/9/1948 ,. .. £1,803 15 11 RECPAYMENTS
RECEIPTS Agents’ commission.......................... . . . . 3 11 4

Gross rents . . 71 10 0 Interest .................................................. .... 36 11 8
Donation . . . . . 10 10 0 Water rates .......................................   . . . . . 4 10 0
Comnionwealth Bond Interest 10 0 0 City Council Rates ........................... 5 17 0

Repairs..........................................   . . . .... 883 12 5
Insurance ................. . ....................... 18 2
Bank charge........................................ 5 0

935 5 7
—— 92 0 0 Balance at Bank on 31/8/1949 . . . . .... 960 10 4

£1,895 15 11 £1,895 15 11

Audited and found correct.
L. STONE, A.F.I.A.,

Public Accountant and Auditor.
13/10/1949.



The Jewish National Tihrary ’^^Kadimah”
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st AUGUST, 1949

LIABILITIES :
MORTGAGES—

State Savings Bank of Vic. £1,300 0 0
Presbyterian Church . . . . 770 0 0

----- .----------- . £2,070 0 0
Deposits on Library Books...........................  240 13 0
PROVISIONS FOR SUNDRY CREDITORS
TRUST FUNDS—

Exiled Jewish Authors .... 13 7 0
Mani Lelb Fund.................... 680
Reizen Fund .. .... . ‘. .. 113 2 0
Library Fund....................... 348 2 6

---------------- 481 0 0
Surplus of Assets over Liabilities.............. £6,075 16 7

Freehold Land & Buildings.............................
Furniture and Pittings..................................
Yiddish Typewriter . . ...................................
Library Books ...................................................
Shares—Brown’s Ltd. (at face)...................
Commonwealth Treasury Bond .....................

£5,999 12 5
298 0 0 

0 0 0
937 0 0

25 0 O'
500 0 0

CASH AT BANKERS:—
General Account.................................. . .. 177 7 4
Building Account......................................... 960 10 4

£8,897 10 1 £8,897 10 1

I beg to report that, in my opinion the. above statements represent true and correct summaries of the financial 
transactions of the .Tewish National Library “Kadimah” for the year ended 31st August, 1949 and of the Assets 
and Liabilities of the Company as at that date, to the best of my belief, as shown by the books of the Company 
and according to the explanations and vouchers submitted to me.

L. STONE, A.F.I.A.,
A. NIRENS, Treasurary. Public Accountant and Auditor.
Y. BIRSZTEIN, Secretary. 13/10/1949.
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