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57th Annual Report
Dear Members,

We have pleasure in presenting the 5 7th Annual Report 
and Balance Sheet for the year 1968.

The main event in the activities of the “Kadimah” in 
the year under review was the transfer of its quarters to the 
south of the Yarra. The old buildings of the “Kadimah” in 
Carlton were sold and the beautiful “Esquire” Theatre at 
9 Gordon Street, Elsternwick together with two cottages at 
5 & 7 Selwyn Street, were acquired. The “Kadimah” moved 
to the new premises on 24th October, 1968. Thus a long 
cherished dream of our Institution, to move its quarters to 
a locality where the main part of our Community lives, be­
came a reality.

It took the “Kadimah” over ten years to make that step. 
After many heated discussions and long inner struggle, which 
caused a severe crisis in the life of the Institution, the “Ka­
dimah” is now heading at last, as we believe, to a better 
future.

The “Kadimah” has at present a large and beautiful 
auditorium for its functions, a nice coffe-lounge and foyer. 
It has modern machinery and facilities for film-screening. 
Renovations to the auditorium, coffe-lounge and foyer are 
under way. A modern stage, dressing-room and other faci­
lities will be build shortly. This will enable our Theatre- 
Group to widen its scope of activities. In the meantime Yid­
dish and Israeli films are shown. Thus a very important 
medium is used to present Jewish art to our Community.

The transfer of “Kadimah”s quarters to Elsternwick was 
enthusiastically welcomed by the whole Community. The 
official opening of the new “Kadimah” Centre turned into 
a very festive event which was attended by hundreds of 
friends of the Institution (see further for details).

The acquisition of the “Esquire” Theatre was possible 
thanks to partial collection of the sums pledged for a Cultu­
ral Centre a couple years ago.

The Committee realizes that the purpose of transfering 
the “Kadimah” to the new locality has not been achieved 
yet. Plans are already made for demolishing the cottages at 
Selwyn Street (behind the existing theatre) and to erect
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there a two-story building to house the library, a reading­
room and an auditorium for smaller functions and exhibitions, 
as well club-rooms and offices.

In the new building the "Kadimah” will be able to im­
prove its activities. Institutions and organisations, as well 
circles, which are interested in Jewish culture, like the Lands- 
manshaftn etc. will find there a home for their activities. 
Also Jewish youth will be welcomed there to carry on their 
cultural activities.

To move the “Kadimah”s quartres to the new premises 
was not an easy task. The Committee and the Secretariat had 
to pay constant attention and to overcome many difficulties 
in connection with the acquisiton of the new property Yet 
the cultural activities of the Institution were not neglected. 
First of all we should mention here the visit of Professor Sa­
muel Rozanski of Buenos Aires in March and April last year. 
The visit was very stimulating for the cultural life of our Com­
munity. An evening to mark the 50th anniversary of the death 
of the great Yiddish and Hebrew writer Mendele Moicher 
Sforim took place by the end of the year. Lectures and other 
cultural functions were arranged and Israeli and Yiddish 
films were shown (see further for details).

The representatives of the “Kadimah” at the Board of 
Deputies took an active part in the meetings of the Board 
and voiced their opinions on many communal matters.

Our Community suffered a great loss last year with the 
closing down of the ‘Jewish Herald” and “Yiddishe Post . 
The “Jewish Herald” existed over 90 years and the Yiddi­
she Post” over 20 years. The “Kadimah” tried to prevent 
the closing of the two weeklies, but its efforts were in vain 
and the papers ceased publication in August last year. The 
Committee is of the opinion that our Community needs two 
weeklies in English and Yiddish and would welcome any 
effort to restore the publication of the closed newspapers.

Our Community and especially the “Kadimah” suffered 
a great loss at the passing away of two cultural and commu­
nal personalities — the late Jacob Rymer and the late Chaim 
Rozenbes. Jacob Rymer was associated with the ‘ Kadimah 
over 30 years and Chaim Rozenbes over 20 years.

Also Dr. A. Cymerman of Sydney, known troughout 
Australian Jewish Communities for h’s lectures and writings, 
passed away last year. He was a great friend of the Kadimah 
and was regarded as the spokesman for the Yiddish speaking
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and secular members of the Sydney and Melbourne Jewishi 
Communities.

We would like also to put on record the death of the 
four active members of our Theatre Group and the Kadi- 
mah” — Z. Brustman, B. Rosenberg, I. Rothman and Miss 
Ch. Kotlarz. All of them contributed a great deal to the 
development of the Theatre Group and the “Kadimah ’ at 
large.

The pioneer of the Yiddish press in Australia, the pub­
lisher of the first Yiddish weekly, the late David Altshul, 
passed away last year.

As this report is being printed another cultural and 
communal worker died — the late Joseph Sperling. He was 
a former Chairman of “Kadimah” s Cultural Committee.

Last year we witnessed an intensified anti-Israel campaign: 
in Soviet Russia and a violent anti-Semitic campaign in “so­
cialist” Poland. As a result, a further exodus of Jewish rem­
nants from Poland is taking place and a further shrinking 
of Jewish life there. One of the lectures at the “Kadimah 
last year was devoted to the Jewish problem in Poland (see 
further for details).

Also the shameful occupation of Czechoslovakia by the 
Soviet Union and the curbing of the liberal movement there 
had not passed without anti-Semitic overtones which could 
be very dangerous for the small Jewish community in Cze­
choslovakia.

Together with Jewry the world over the “Kadimah” 
followed with great concern the events in and around Israel 
during the past year. Notwithstanding its victory in 1967, 
Israel is still under a constant threat of a renewed war. The 

Kadimah ’ identified itself many times with the Israeli 
Yishuv which is fighting every day to defend the country 
against the bloodthirsty enemies whose sole aim is to destroy 
the State of Israel and its inhabitants.

The “Kadimah” is also worried about the growing assi­
milation in our Community, especially among the younger 
generation. The language assimilation, the increased number 
of mixed marriagges and the partial alienation to Jewish life 
are dangerous signs for the future of our Community. The 
Committee hopes that by transfering the “Kadimah” to the 
new locality and by erecting a new building it will be able 
to attract young Jewish people, who are interested in pre-
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servation of Jewish cultural values, and to influence the 
Jewish youth in general to uphold our heritage.

COMMITTEE AND EXECUTIVE

The following were elected to the Committee (Board 
of Directors) at the last General Meeting on the 9.4.68: 
Messrs. F. Altman, S. Burstin, Ch. Borenstein, H. Golden- 
fein, S. Goldstein, Mrs. L. Gotlib, W. Jablonski, U. Koz­
lowski, P Krystal, 1. Litmanowicz, H. Miodownik, J. Orbach, 
B. Patkin, Ch. Rozenbes, S. Rychter, N. Smuzyk, S. Szwarc, 
M. Szwarcberg, B. Wajsman, M. Wilenski, B. Winer.

At the first meeting of the Committee the following were 
elected to the Executive: Mr. S. Burstin, President; Messrs. 
F. Altman and Ch. Rozenbes, Vice-Presidents; Mr. P. Krys­
tal, Hon. Treasurer; Mr. B. Wajsman, Assistant Hon. Trea­
surer; Mr. S. Goldstein, Hon. Secretary.

Mr. J. O^fbach was elected Chairman of the Cultural 
Sub-Committee.

During the year under review 1 6 meetings of the Com­
mittee took place with the following attendances: Messrs. S. 
Burstin — 1 6; J. Orbach, N. Smuzyk — 1 5 ; Mrs. L. Gotlib, 
M. Wilenski, S. Szwarc — 14; F. Altman, Ch. Borenstein, 
S. Rychter — 1 3; W. Jablonski, LJ. Kozlowski, P. Krystal, 
M. Szwarcberg — 12; S. Goldstein, B. Wajsman — 10; 
B. Patkin, B. Winer — 9; I. Litmanowicz, H. Miodownik — 
8; H. Goldenfein, Ch. Rozenbes —- 3.

Mr. Ch. Rozenbes died on 20.7.68.
Messrs. S. Goldstein, B. Patkin, B. Winer could not 

attend a number of meetings due to their absence from Mel­
bourne.

During the year under review 9 meetings of the Execu­
tive were held.

DELEGATES TO THE VICTORIAN JEWISH BOARD
OF DEPUTIES

Messrs. S. Burstin, M. Szwarcberg, M. Wilenski; De­
puties; W. Jablonski, H. Miodownik, B. Patkin.

SECRETARIAT AND ADMINISTRATION

The Committee desires to record its appreciation to the 
Secretary of the “Kadimah”, Mr. L. Freedman, for his de-
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votion to our Institution and co-operation in all matters 
affecting the activities of the ‘ Kadimah .

The Committee expresses its satisfaction with the work 
of the present Librarian Mr. J. Kessler and former Librarians 
Messrs. F. Goldhamer and S. Cheron.

MEMBERSHIP FLUCTUATION

At the last Annual Meeting the “Kadimah” comprised 
of 1374 members. During the year under review 3 members 
left Melbourne, 23 died. 22 became new members. Our 
membership at present stays at 1370 members.

LIBRARY

During the year under review our Library has grown 
by further 65 books. The Library now consists of 8.808 
books — 5805 in Yiddish, 2407 in English and 596 in 
Hebrew.

The number of books read during the year decreased 
by 1 1 3 in comparison with the previous year (654 in 1968 
and 767 in 1967).

The Library is at present situated temporarily at 5 Sel- 
wyn Street, Elsternwick (behind the theatre-building) and 
is open twice a week: Tuesday from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m. and 
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

After moving to Elsternwick the Library gained over 
20 new readers. In the new building, which will be erected 
soon, a modern library will be established. It is hoped that 
the new library will attract many new readers.

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

During the year under review the following functions 
were held: nine lectures, two evenings in honour of writers 
and cultural workers, four Memorial and Shloshim evenings, 
12 film screenings, Warsaw Ghetto Memorial Evening, Men- 
dele Moicher Sforim Evening and the Festive Opening of the 
new “Kadimah” Centre.

Several functions were arranged together with other or­
ganisations and institutions.

VISIT BY PROFESSOR SAMUEL ROZANSKI

Mr. S. Rozanski is a well known writer and journalist. 
He is a member of the editorial staff of the Daily “Yiddishe
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Zeitung” in Argentine, Professor of the Teachers’ Seminar 
in Buenos Aires and a former Chairman of the Institute for 
Jewish Research YIVO', Argentine Branch.

Mr. Rozanski gave six lectures in Melbourne and some 
in Sydney. He was the guest-speaker at the Warsaw Ghetto 
Commemoration in Melbourne and Sydney and conducted 
a succesful promotion campaign for Yiddish books, publi­
shed in Argentine under his editorship.

His highly informative lectures expressed a strong belief 
in Jewish survival and continuity.

SPECIAL FUNCTIONS

MEMORIAL EVENING TO COMMEMORATE THE 25th 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE WARSAW GHETTO REVOLT

On 25.4.68 (27th Nissan) a Memorial Evening to com­
memorate the 25 th anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Re­
volt was aranged at the Melbourne Town Hall by the Vic­
torian Jewish Board of Deputies and the “Kadimah”, in as­
sociation with the Victorian State Zionist Council, Federa­
tion of the Landsmanshaftn, former Concentration Camp In­
mates, Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen, Association of 
Jewish Youth, B’nai B’rith, Orthodox and Liberal Congre­
gations.

Nearly 3000 people were present. The guest-speaker was 
Professor Samuel Rozanski of Buenos Aires. He and the 
other speakers. Rabbi Dr. M. Sanger, President of the Vic. 
Jewish Board of Deputies, Mr. N. Beller, the representative 
of the youth, Mr. A. Zable paid tribute to the memory of 
the fighters of the Warsaw Ghetto Revolt and all other 
areas of resistance and expressed grief at the loss of the six 
million victims who gave their lives al Kiddush Ha’Shem 
ve al Kiddush Ha’Am.

Rev. A. Adler recited the “Al Mole Rachamim’’ and 
Kaddish.

In the artistic prorgramme the Mt. Scopus College Choir 
and the Choir of the Yiddish Schools took part. Miss R. 
Gettler sang appropriate songs. Miss S. Leobenstein and M. 
Medownik recited poems. At the piano was Miss Miriam 
Rochlin.

Many youngsters and children were present.

* *

— 7 —



On 21.4.68 in the afternoon a Service was held at the 
Carlton Cemetery to the memory of the six million victims. 
Rabbi Ch. Gutnick and Messrs. N. Beller and W. Jablonski 
spoke at the Monument of the Martyrs and Rev. A. Adler 
recited “El Mole Rachamim’’ and Kaddish.

* *
From 21.4.68 to 28.4.68 an Exhibition on Extermina­

tion and Resistance w^as arranged at B’nai B’rith Hall by the 
Friends of the Katzenelson Museum in Israel, Federation of 
the Landsmanshaftn, in association with the “Kadimah”.

The exhibition consisted of many photos, send by the 
Katzenelson Museum, as well as albums and books, related 
to the Churban period.

A narrative on tape in English and Yiddish explained 
the exhibits.

Nearly 2000 people saw the exhibition, among them 
many youngsters and children.

EVENING TO THE MEMORY OF THE FOUR MEMBERS 
OF THE THEATRE GROUP AND THE “KADIMAH”

On 14.7.68 an evening to the memory of the four active 
members of the David Herman Theatre Group and the “Ka- 
dimah”: Messrs. Z. Brustman, B. Rosenberg, I. Rothman 
and Mrs. Ch. Kotlarz took place.

Messrs. S. Tigel, J. Orbach and J. Sher spoke of the 
devoted work of all the four deceased members. They poin­
ted out that their aim was to strengthen Jewish life, the 
Jewish culture and especially the Jewish theatre.

Miss Rachel Holzer recited two poems and Miss Miriam 
Rochlin played the piano.

CHAIM RlOZENBES SHLOSHIM EVENING

On 25.8.68 a Shloshim Evening to the memory of the 
late Chaim Rozenbes was arranged by the “Kadimah”, 
Jewish Welfare Society and the “Bund”.

Messrs. H. Bachrach, S. Burstin, I. Kahan, K. Lipmann 
spoke of Ch. Rozenbes’s various activities in Warsaw, Shan­
ghai and Melbourne. He had taken an active part in Jewish 
life since his youth. He was very active in “Ort” whose main 
aim was to teach productive occupations to Jews. In Mel­
bourne he was associated with the Jewish Welfare Society,
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"‘Bund” and the “Kadimah”, where he was Vice-President 
for many years.

He was widely respected for his devotion to communal 
duties.

Miss Miriam Rochlin played the piano.

DR. A. CYMERMAN SHLOSHIM EVENING

On 1.9.68 a Shloshim Evening to the memory of Dr. 
A. Cymerman of Sydney took place at Caulfield Centre. The 
evening was arranged by the “Kadimah”, Federation of the 
Landsmanshaftn, Zionist State Council, Lodzer Centre and 
the “Landsman”.

Messrs. H. Bergner, 1. Einhorn, L. Freedman, J. Levitan, 
M. Roth and J. Sperling spoke of the colourful and versatile 
personality of the late Dr. Cymerman. They pointed out that 
although Dr. Cymerman was a Sydney resident, his influence 
reached far beyond that city. He was a spokesman for the 
Yiddish speaking Australian Jew of East European origin. 
He believed that these Jews are the strongest supporters and 
upholders of Jewish cultural values and urged constantly to 
unite their forces against assimilation.

An establishment of a fund to publish his many essays 
and poems was suggested at the evening.

EVENING IN HONOUR OF MR. & MRS. J. KERSH

On 28.9.68 an evening was arranged at the “Zion” 
Restaurant in honour of Mr. & Mrs. J. Kersh to bid them a 
farewell to their departure for Israel to settle there. The eve­
ning was arranged by the “Kadimah”, Federation of the 
Landsmanshaftn and “The Landsman”.

Messrs. H. Bergner, M. Lewin, J. Orbach, Rabbi Dr.
I. Rapaport, 1. Rubinstein, A. Sokolowicz spoke warmly of
J. Kersh’s literary activities and bade him and Mrs. Kersh 
farewell and good luck in Israel.

Mr. Kersh thanked all present and spoke of the conti­
nuity of Jewish life, pointing out that new methods should be 
used which are more suitable to the modern times.

OPENING OF THE NEW “KADIMAH” CENTRE

The official opening of the new “Kadimah ’ premises 
on 10.1 1.68 was attended by nearly 600 people.
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In the opening address the President of the “Kadimah” 
Mr. S. Burstin gave a short appraisal of ‘'Kadimah”s activities 
during its 5 7 years of existence and spoke of its tasks in the 
future.

A letter of greetings by the Israeli Ambassador, Mr. 
Symcha Pratt was read. Mr. M. Ashkanasy, Q.C., spoke on 
behalf of the Executive Council of Australian Jewry. He 
commended the Yiddish speaking Jews for their determi­
nation to uphold the great tradition of Jewish culture, lite­
rature and knowledge.

The President of the Victorian Jewish Board of Depu­
ties, Mr. N. Beller, stressed the great role which the Yiddish 
speaking section plays in the life of our community.

Mr. J. Giligich pointed out that the “Kadimah” went 
a long way since it was established as a library till the pre­
sent time, when it invites lecturers and artists from overseas 
and is carrying on many intensified and versatile activities.

Lack of time did not allow the other representatives of 
many institutions and organisations to address the gathering.

In the artistic programme Miss Betty Melnik gave a piano 
recital. Rachel Holzer and R. Gawenda presented a scene 
from the play “A Day in Her Life”. Nechama Patkin sang 
with the “Hatzlilim” group Israeli songs. M. Ceprow and J. 
Desauer presented E. Steinberg’s “The Sword and the Need­
le”. Helen Saniki sang Yiddish and English songs (Miriam 
Rochlin at the piano). Arthur Turnbull gave a contemporary 
dance. Rachel Holzer recited two poems. Rose and Dany 
Kleinman, Sylvia Portek, Rachel Podemski and Shie Tigel 
gave a number of songs from the “Fiddler on the Roof” 
(piano: Betty Melnik, Violin: Mr. Melody). Musical arran­
gement by B. Kaluszyner and inscenisation by S. Tigel. The 
artistic programme was compered by Jasha Sher. All the 
artists took part in the programme without any fee.

MENDELE MOICHER SFORIM EVENING

To mark the 50th anniversary of the death of Mendele 
Moicher Sforim — the “grandfather” o,f the modern Yiddish 
and Hebrew literature — an evening was arranged on Sth 
December, 1 968, by the “Kadimah”, David Herman Theatre 
Group, Chaim Rubinstein Cultural Foundation and Friends of 
the Hebrew University. The proceeds of the evening went
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to finance the publication of Mendele’s work in Yiddish and 
Hebrew by the University in Jerusalem.

At the evening Mr. Elijahu Honig, Deputy Director of 
the Department of Information and Organisation of the Uni­
versity in Jerusalem, told the audience about the Yiddish 
Department at the University which is growing steadily be­
cause young people are begining to realise that without 
Yiddish they cannot make a thorough study of Jewish history 
and tradition.

Mr. H. Trevaks, the General Secretary of the Argen­
tinian Kehilot, who was visiting at that time Australia, 
brought greetings from the Argentinian Jewish community 
and promised the help of that community for the project of 
publishing Mendele’s work in Yiddish and Hebrew.

Mr. I. Kahan gave an appraisal of Mendele’s literary 
activities and steressed their importance for the development 
of Yiddish and Hebrew literatures. He also dwelled upon 
the humanitarian values in many of Mendele’s works.

Mr. I. Rubinstein read messages of greetings from Pro­
fessor Dov Sadan and Chaim Rabin of the Yiddish Depart­
ment of the Jerusalem University; from His Excellency the 
Ambassador of Israel to Australia, Mr. Simcha Pratt and 
from the President of the University in Jerusalem, Mr. Elijah 
Elath.

The David Herman Theatre Group presented excerpts 
from Mendele’s works “The Small People’’ and “Benjamin 
The Third’’, featuring Shie Tigel, Yasha Sher, Meir Ceprow, 
Ghana Light, Shimon King, Moishe Faintuch and Sholem 
Szwarc. Miss Betty Melnik was at the piano. Miss Rachel 
Holzer recited about Mendele and pupils from J. L. Peretz 
and Sholem Aleichem Schools presented appropriate reci­
tations.

JACOB RYMER MEMORIAL EVENING

An evening to pay tribute to the memory of the late 
Jacob Rymer was held on 16th February, 1969. The evening 
was arranged by the “Kadimah”. United Israel Appeal, Ch. 
N. Bialik School and “Habonim” Parents’ Committee.

Messrs. S. Burstin, L. Freedman, S. Goldstein, I. Magit, 
J. Okno and I. Kipen spoke of Jacob Rymer’s great contri­
butions to our Community, especially in the field of culture. 
He was associated with the “Kadimah” since his arrival in



Melbourne over 30 years ago and was President of the Insti­
tution for many years. He was also active at the Bialik School 
for some time and at the “Habonim” Parents’ Committee 
when the “Habonim House’’ was build. He was Vice-Presi­
dent of the United Israel Appeal and was responsible for 
the Northern Suburbs appeal function, which was usual very 
suc'cesful.

The speakers pointed out that Jacob Rymer was a cons­
cientious communal worker, very much devoted to Jewish 
culture. He contributed a lot to the spiritual life of our Com­
munity.

Miss Miriam Rochlin played mourning music at the piano.

THANKS

The Committee wishes to express its thanks and appre­
ciation to: Mr. J. Okno, LL.B. Hon. Solicitor, for his volun­
tary services rendered to our Institution during the last year, 
especially in connection with the acquisition of the new pre­
mises and sale of the old “Kadimah” buildings; The “Aust­
ralian Jewish News’’ and “Yiddishe Neies’’ for the space 
allocated for the notices and reports of the “Kadimah”; The 
Ladies’ Auxiliary for the help in arranging the “Kadimah” 
functions.

REPORT OF THE DAVID HERMAN THEATRE GROUP

There was no major stage-production in the year 1968 
due to the transfer of the “Kadimah” toi the new locality. 
The sale of thd old “Kadimah’s properties at Carlton and 
the shifting to the new premises took a long time and have 
not allowed the Group to stage new performances.

The Group suffered a great loss in the passing away of 
its four active members: Z. Brustman, B. Rosenberg, I. Roth­
man and Mrs. Ch. Kotlarz.

The Group took an active part in the take over of the 
new premises and organised the artistic programmes at the 
opening of the new “Kadimah” Centre and at the Mendele 
Moicher Sforim Evening.

Concerts were given by the Group at the Montefiore 
Homes and at the Workshop of the Jewish Welfare Society. 
The Group also took part in many appeal-evenings.

Two gatherings of the Group took place: one with Mr. 
S. Rozanski of Buenos Aires, the other one was arranged
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to bid farewell to the Committe member Mr. S. Hochge- 
lernter and his family prior to their departure for Israel to 
settle there.

The Group is rehearsing at present a new play which 
is being produced by Rachel Holzer. The play will be staged 
as soon as the new stage will be build at the “Kadimah” 
Theatre. A plan for future activities is being worked out by 
the Group.

The present Committee of the Group consists of Mrs. 
T. Ginter, Mrs. R. Levita, Mrs. L. Zuker and Messrs. M. 
Ceprow, M. Faintuch, H. Gershow, P. Milchman, J. Sher 
and S. Szwarc.

“KADIMAH” FUNCTIONS IN THE YEAR UNDER REVIEW

1) 24.3.68

2) 31.3.68

3) 7.4.68

4) 9.4.68
5) 21.4.68

6) 21.4.68
— 28.4.68

7) 21.4.68

8) 25.4.68

Lecture by Mr. Samuel Rozanski on “Why is Sholom 
Aleichem So Popular Now?”.
Chairman; Mr. S. Goldstein.
Lecture by Mr. Samuel Rozanski oh “Israel in the 
Yiddish Literature and Yiddish Literature in the State 
of Israel”. Chairman: Mr. F. Altman.
Lecture by Mr. Samuel Rozanski on “Parents and 
Children in the Yiddish Literature”.
Chairman: Mr. J. Orbach.
56th Anhual General Meeting.
Commemoration Service at the Martyrs’ Monumi^nt at 
Carlton Cemetery. Speakers: Rabbi Ch. Gutnick, Mr. 
W. Jablonski. Chairman: Mr. N. Beller. “El Mole 
Rachamim” and Kaddish — Rev. A. Adler.
Exhibition on Extermination and Resistance at the 
Hall of B’nai B’rith, arranged by the F!riends of the 
Katzenelson Museum in Israel, Federation of the 
Landsmanshaftn, in assoiciation with the “Kadimah”. 
Lecture by Mr. Samtuel Rozanski on “Youth in the 
Yiddish Literature”. Chairman: Mr. L. Freedman. 
Memorial Evening at the Melbourne Town Hall to 
commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Warsaw 
Ghetto Revolt, arranged by the Vic. Jewish Board of 
Deputies and the “Kadimah”, in association with Vic. 
State Zionist Council, Federation of the Landsman­
shaftn, Fornhsr Concentration Camp Inmates, Vic. As­
sociation of Jewish Ex-Servicemen, B’nai Brith, Or­
thodox and Liberal Congregations. Speakers: Mr. Sa­
muel Rozanski of Budnos Aires, Rabbi M. Sanger, A. 
Zable (Youth representative). Chairman; Mr. N. Bel­
ler. “In Memoriam” and Kaddish: Rev. A. Adler. Mt. 
Scopus College Choir, Choir of the Yiddish Schools, 
Ra^chel Gettler, S. Leobenstein, M. Medownik. Miriam 
Rochlin.
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9) 27.4.68

10) 10.5.68

11) 9.6.68

12) 16.6.68

13) 7.7.68

14) 14.7.68

15) 28.7.68

16) 11.8.68

17) 25.8.68

18) 1.9.68

Lecture by Mr. Samuel Rozanski on “State of Israel 
and the Jewish World”. Speakers to farewell Mr. Ro­
zanski; Messrs. S. Burstin, H. Bergner, L. Freedman, 
S. Goldstein, I. Kahan.
Evening in honor of Messrs. H. Bergner, L. Freedman,
J. Kersh on their return from Israel where they took 
part in the World Conference of Jewish Journalists. 
Mr. H. Bergner visited also U.S.A., Canada and Euro­
pe (including Poland). Chairm.an: Mr. S. Burstin. 
United Israel Appeal Evening, arranged together with 
the Jewish organisations and institutions active in the 
northern suburbs. Guest-speaker: Major G. Margalit 
of Israel. Chairman: Mr. J. Rymer.
Lecture by Rabbi Dr. I. Rapaport on “Impressions of 
Israel”, illustrated by slides. Chairman: Mr. J. Orbach. 
Lecture by Mr. B. Winer ^^“From Roman Dmowski 
to Gomulka”. Chairman: M^ S. Goldstein.
Evening to the meniory of four active members of the 
Theatre Group and the “Kadimah”: Z. Brustman, B. 
Rosenberg, I. Rothman, Mrs. Ch. Kotlarz. Speakers; 
Messrs. S. Tigel, J. Orbach, J. Sher. Recitations: Ra­
chel Holzer. Piano: Miriam Rochlin.
Lecture by Mr. Walter Lippman on “Melbourne Jewry 
— Failures of a Generation”. Chairman: Mr. S. Bur­
stin.
Lecture by Mr. J. Orbach on “London—Paris—Berlin— 
Tel-Aviv”. Chairman: Mr. S. Goldstein.
Chaim Rozenbes Shloshim Evening, arranged by “Ka­
dimah”, Jewish Welfare Society and “Bund” Org. 
Speakers; Messrs. H. Bachrach, S. Burstin, I. Kahan,
K. Lippmann, Piano: — Miss M. Rochlin.
Dr. A. Cymaerman Shloshim Evening at the Caulfield 
Centre, arranged by the “Kadimah”, Federation of the 
Landsmanshaftn, Zionist State Coucil, Lodzer Centre 
and the “Landsman”. Speakers: Messrs. H. Bergner, 
I. Einhorn, L. Freedman, J. Levitan, M. Roth, J. Sper­
ling. “El Mole Rachamim” and Kaddish — Rev. A. 
Adler.

19) 29.9.68

20) 10.11.68

Farewell Evening to Mr. & Mrs. J. Kersh at the “Zion” 
Restaurant prior to their departure for Israel to settle 
there. Evening, arranged by the “Kadimah”, Federa­
tion of Landsmanshaftn and the “Landsman”.
Speakers: Rabbi Dr. I. Rapaport, Messrs. H. Bergner, 
J. Levitan, J. M. Lewin, 1. Rubinstein, A. Sokolowicz. 
Opening of the new “Kadimah” Centre. Speakers: 
Messrs. M. Ashkkanasy Q.C., S. Burstin, J. Giligich, 
N. Beller. Artistic programm^e: Rachel Holzer, R. Ga- 
wenda. Rose Kleinman, Betty Melnik, Nehama Patkin, 
Sylvia Portek, Rachel Podemski, Miriam Rochlin, He­
len Saniki, Messrs. M. Ceprow, J. Desauer, D. Klein­
man, B. Kaluszyner, Melody, J. Sher, S. Szwarc, S.
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21) 1.12.68

22) 8.12.68

23) 15.12.68

24) 22.12.68

Tigel, A. Turnbull and members of the “Hatzlilim” 
group.
Film “Impossible on Saturday’’ and “The Life and 
Work of M. Chagall’’.
Mendele Moicher Sforimt Evening, to mark the 50th 
anniversary of his death, arranged by the “Kadimah”, 
“Ch. Rubinstein Cultural Foundation’’ and “Friends 
of the Hebrew University’’. Speakers; Messrs. Eliohu 
Honig (Jerusalem), Hersh Trevaks (Buenos Aires). 
Lecture by Mr. 1. Kahan. Chairman: Mr. J. Orbach. 
Artistic programme: Rachel Holzer, Chana Light, 
Betty Melnik. Messrs. M. Ceprow, M. Faintuch, B. 
Kaluszyner, S. King, J. Sher, S. Szwarc, S. Tigel. 
Pupils of J. L. Peretz and Sholom Aleichem schools. 
Film “Impossible on Saturday’’ and “The Life and 
Work of M. Chagall’’.
Film “The Simhon Faultily’’ and “The Life of Haim 
Soutine’’.

25) 29.12.68 Film “Yiddle with His Fiddle’’ and “The Newcomers’’.
26) 5.1.69 Film “The Simhon Famjly” and “The Life of Haim

Soutine”.
27) 12.1.69
28) 19.1.69
29) 26.1.69
30) 2.2.69
31) 9.2.69

32) 16.2.69

33) 23.2.69

34) 2.3.69

Film “Yiddle with His Fiddle” and “The Newcomers”. 
Film “The Last Chapter” and “Children of Exodus”. 
Film “Yiddle with His Fiddle” and “The Newcomers”. 
Film “The Last Chapter” and “Children of Exodus”. 
Film “Mamele” and “Six Days in June”, “20th Inde­
pendence Day in Reunited Jerusalem”.
Jacob Rymer Shloshim Evening, arranged by “Kadi­
mah”, United Israel Appeal, Bialik School and Habo- 
nimt Parents Committee. Speakers: Messrs. S. Bur­
stin, L. Freedman, S. Goldstein, J. Magit, J. Okno, J. 
Kipen. At the piano: Miriam Rochlin.
Film “Mamele” and “Six Days in June”, “20th Inde­
pendence Day in Reunited Jerusalem”.
Film “Dybbuk” and “Festival of Lights”.

These functions were attended by 13.250 people.



JEWISH CULTURAL CENTRE AND NATIONAL LIBRARY 
“ K A D I M A H ”

BALANCE SHEET AT 31st AUGUST, 1968 
31.8.67 ACCUMULATElD FUNDS;
$20,696 Balance at 1st September, 1967 ........... $15,613

5,082 Less Deficiency fox* Year ............................ 2,018

$15,614 $13,595

REPRESENTED BY:
CURRENT ASSETS:

7 Cash in Hand ................................ 7
7,218 C.B.A.—War Memorial Building

Fund Account ........................ 15,939
4,328 C.B.A.—Fixed Deposit ...................... —

461 C.B.A. — Jubilee Bioiok Account ......  —

12,014 $15,946
FIXED ASSETS:

18,040 Land and Buildings—Carlton .... 18,040
— Esquire Theatre—Elsternwick .... 73,000
50 Sihiares — Brown-Gouge Ltd.........  50

3,153 Library Biooks ........................... 2,900
880 Furniture & Fittings .................... 792

11 Film — “Mamele” ................... 9 94,791

$34,148 TOTAL ASSETS ...........    $110,737
CURRENT LIABILITIES:

3,306 C.B.A.—Current Account 26,638
2,145 Sundry Creditors ........... 2,738
4,120 Mortgages on Carlton

Property ........... 1,870
— Owing to Vendor of

Esquire Theatre ... 48,666

$9,571 79,912
DEFERRED LIABILITIES:

Trust Funds—
7,218 War Memorial

Building Fund ... 15,939
461 Jubilee Book Fund   —

1,284 Deposits en Library
Books .............................. 1,291

$8,963 17,230

$18,534 TOTAL LIABILITIES .......................................... $97,142

$15,614 EXCESS OF ASSETS OVER LIABILITIES ...  $13,595
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JEWISH CULTURAL CENTRE AND NATIONAL LIBRARY 
“ K A D I M A H ”

INCOME ANU EXPENDITURE STATEMENT FOR YEAR
ENDED 31s(t AUGUST, 1968

1966/1967 INCOME FOR YEAR:
$2,570 Members’ Subscripitions and Donations 2,921

245 iSiurplus om Socials and Functions ........... 2,864
88 Rent .......................................................... 404

190 Interest Received ................................... 76
616 Hire of Hall .......................................... 511

14 Dividend — Bnowin-Gouge ............... 16
40 Library Readers’ Fees ........................... 34
— Sale of Almanac ................................... 112

$3,763 $6,938

LESiS EXPENDITURE:
$4,295 Salaries ................................................... 3,573

453 Electricity and Gas ................................... 405
1,297 Advertising and Printing .................... 1,814

320 Interest Paid ........................................... 251
462 Hall Expenditure ................................... 79
419 Insurance .................................................. 440

46 Ooiramission ........................................... 74
123 Telephone .................................................. 156
184 Postage and Fares ................................... 110
260 Rates and Taxes ................................... 247

50 Audit Fees ........................................... 50
325 Affiliation Fees ................................... 450

5 Charges ......................................... 37
165 Secretarial and Administration Expenses 70

_  Subsidies .................................................. 95
__ Travelling Expenses re Promotion ...... 699 

Depreciation—
341 Library Boioks .................... 316

97 Furniture & Pittings ............ 88
3 Film — “Mamele” ............ 2 406

$8,845 $8,956

$5,082 NET DEFICIENCY FOR PERIOD $2,018



JEWISH CULTURAL CENTRE AND NATIONAL LIBRARY 
“ K A D I M A H ”

DETAILS OF MOVEMENTS IN WAR MEMORIAL 
BUILDING FUND FOR YEAR ENDED 31st AUGUST, 1968

Balance at 1.9.1967 ................................................................. $7,218
Plus Income:

Donations ......................................................... $8,585
Bnnk Interest ......................................................... 171 8,756

$15,974
Less Expenditure ................................................................................ 36

BALANCE AT 31st AUGUST, 1968 .......................... $15,938

AUDITOR’S REPORT

To Members of
The Jewish Cultural Centre and National Library “Kadimah” 
9 Gordon Street, Elsternwick, 3185.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
In my opinion the accompanying Balance Sheet and Income and 

Expenditure .Statement are properly drawn up in accordance with the 
provisions of the Companies Act 1961 and so as to give a true and 
fair view of the state of the Company’s affairs at 31st August, 1968, 
and of its results for the year then ended and the accounting and 
other records of the Company examined by us are properly kept in 
accordance with the provisions of that Act.

LIONEL STONE, F.A.S.A.
Licenced Company Auditor

Melbourne, 4th December, 1968.
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OBITUARY

IT IS WITH DEEP REGRET AND SORROW THAT WE 
RECORD THE LOSS OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS:

D. ALTSHUL, pineer of the Yiddish press in Australia, pub­
lisher of the first Yiddish weekly in Melbourne.

Z. BRUSTMAN, active nieniiber of the David Herman Theatre 
Group.

F. BURSZTYN, Mrs.
N. DUNN
S. GLIKSMAN, Mrs.
B. GREEN, Mrs.
S. GWIRCMAN
M. HIRSZ
M. KARP
Ch. KOTLARZ, Mrs., active member of the David Herman 

Theatre Group and Ladies’ Auxiliary of the “Kadimah”,
S. LAPIN, Mrs. '
T. LAPIN
P. LEDERMAN
S. MARGOLIS
P. POTASZNIK
B. ROSENBERG, one of the founders of the David Herman 

Theatre Group, its formier Chairman and active member 
for many years.

I. ROTHMAN, former Chairmani of the David Herman Theatre
Group and active member for many years.

Ch. ROZENBES, noted 'cultural and communal worker, former 
Vice-President of the “Kadimah”.

S. RYCHTER, Mrs.
J. RYMER, noted cultural and communal worker, former

President of the “Kadimah”.
J. SHAINFELD
J. SPERLING, cultural and communal worker, journalist, 

former Chairman of the Cultural Sub-Committe of the 
“Kadimah”.

S. WOLFE.
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